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<ABSTRACT>

The Experience of the Japan's Amphibious Forces
Employment and the Implications of the Establishment
for Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade

Choi Jung—joon

Japan has announced to formalize the creation of the “Amphibious
Rapid Deployment Brigade” to defend and retake its island which
is considered as a gray zone. Abe regime has put a priority on its
military building to have a strong landing forces which based on
the assessment that the main factor of its insecurity comes from
the matter of disputable Islands. During the Asia—Pacific War,
Japan operated the Rikusentai which had imitated the western
countries’s amphibious forces. The Rikusentai was respectively
managed by the Army and Navy. The roles of the Rikusentai was
a forceful projection power to spread Japanese military power. In
one side, we can see that the Japan's announcement of Amphibious
Maneuver Group activation is a normal policy as a state, however,
the neighboring countries, including Korea criticize and fear that
the possibility of Japan’s remilitarization. These feelings of concern
originate from their past dreadful experiences.

In the past times, Japan had a similar landing forces which had
operated as an invasive means to conquer the North—East asian
areas.

The Japan’s experience of using amphibious operation forces and
the trial to build amphibious rapid deployment brigade has a
implication as below. First, it can aggravate the unstable status

in the region of the North East area especially, between Japan
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and Sino—Russian relations those are disputing the island problems.
Second, it can accelerate the arms race to build up the amphibious
and counter amphibious forces between Japan and its neighborhood.
Third, Japan can develop its amphibious skills in short time because
it has a affluent experiences. Fourth, the creation of amphibious
maneuver force can be used as a main means of Japan’s collective
self defense power. Fifth, Japan can develop its joint operation
capability among the self defense forces. Finally, it will increase
the opportunity of military cooperation among ROK-US-Japan.
We should estimate the both positive and negative sides of the
Japan’s trial to increase its military power. Now we need to cope

with this matter strategically.

Key Words : rikusentai, asia + pacific war, amphibious operation, collective self-defense
right, amphibious maneuver force




