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<Abstract>

The historical reality of the battle of ‘Danghang castle’
during the period of the Three Kingdoms Period

Yoon, Seong—Hwan

In the meantime, it has been extreme confusion in the
documentary record and researchers' discussions about the battle of
‘Danghang castle(%IE3) in the Three Kingdoms period(=EIfHY). As
a result of reviewing the related historical material from the basic
point of view, the following history can be depicted.

In 643, Backje(B¥)'s King Uija(F5%T) pushed the attack on the
Danghang castle to block Silla(H#&)'s lines of communication with
Dang—China(fE). In order to overcome Silla's defensive network,
which was concentrated on the traffic road around the Danghang
castle, Backje's King Uija cooperated with the Goguryeo(&%aJgE), who
was monitoring the military and diplomatic trends of Silla at the
Han River(G£/T) and the Imjin River(E&2/T) estuary toward the West
Sea(78¥g), and prepared for a considerable period of time. Through
this, the king Uijja tried to raid Danghang castle.

However, at the time when the three countries' secret war plans
fiercely developed, such preparations had the adverse effect of
releasing relevant information to Silla. Although Silla had already
dispatched an envoy to Dang—China to ask for salvation, Silla sent
another envoy to Dang—China to announce it. The delegation
seemed to have delivered relevant information to Dang—China in
November 643. And, as Baekje became aware of the information
leak, the king Uija, who mobilized troops to attack Danghang castle
in November 643, seemed to have stopped the attack, judging that

the raid(surprise attack) was no longer possible. In other words, the
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king's attack discontinuance on Danghang castle was based on his
own military strategic judgment, not on Baekje's relationship with
Dang—China. Here, a part of Baekje foreign policy is revealed in
this period.

At that time, Baekje had been pushed foreign policies that
pursued both ‘goodwill against China’ and ‘attack on Silla’. In this
context, cooperation with Koguryo seems to have been maintained
at the level of ‘strategic cooperation’ rather than ‘military alliance’.
In the later days, Dang—China criticized Baekje for having had
duplicity, but it was Baekje's foreign policy to maximize the security
and purpose of self— country at that time. This was the result of
inheriting his father's ‘two—way policy(®i%%)’. The reason why
Baekje was able to use this foreign policy seems to be that it did
not assume that the Dang—China could directly penetrate across the
sea, believing different geographical advantages from Goguryeo as

King Dang—China Taejong(FE AZ%)'s commentary in 643.

Key words : Danghang castle(3t1E3%) battle, November 643, King
Uija(Z]ZE), Goguryeo(& ® &), Backie(B#), two-way
policy(M#%5E), envoy to Tang(iBEE1H)




