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{Abstract)

The Actual Status of the Military Service System and
Recruitment of Soldiers in North Korea before and after
the Establishment of the State

Kim, Seon—Ho

The military service system in North Korea was basically operated
as a volunteer military system before and after the establishment
of the state. Korean political forces recruited youths on January
20, 1948 to fully organize the army, and recruited young people
from July 1948 to fully organize the Korean People's Army(KPA).
The North Korean government also mobilized young people aged
between 18 and 25 from February 1949 to prepare for a full—scale
attack. In particular, the North Korean government planned to rapidly
expand its army by intensively recruiting young people born in
1924—1925, who worked in the Japanese army before liberation.

The military service system in North Korea was not a complete
volunteer military system before and after the establishment of the
nation but a volunteer military system combined with the allocation
system. However, the number of troops actually recruited was less
than the number assigned troops. The reason for this was that there
were many dropouts in the screening process and fewer people were
recruited by continuing to recruit similar age groups. However, the
North Korean government recruited most of the eligible young men

between the ages of 18 and 25 through military service from January
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1948 to April 1949. The troops recruited during this period were
the foundation upon which the KPA could be expanded after April
1949.

Keywords: North Korean Army, Korean Workers' Party, North Korean People’s
Committee, Conscription System, Korean War




www.kci.go.kr



