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{Abstract)

The South Korean Military TI&E Bureau's Roundtables
and ‘Civilian’ Mobilization during the Korean War:
Home-Front Relief and Femininity Narratives

Kim, Ji—hoon
(Researcher, Institute of Korean Studies Yonsei University)

Focusing on the military—bureaucracy—civilian roundtable
talks (jwadamhoe) planned and organized by the Ministry
of National Defense’s Troop Information and Education (TI&E)
Bureau during the Korean War, this study examines the
Korean War as a total war and investigates the logic of
mobilizing home—front civilians alongside its narrative
construction. To this end, it analyzes Kukbang (National
Defense), the official organ of the TI&E Bureau.

The Republic of Korea (ROK) military introduced the TI&E
system in response to ideological conflicts between the left
and right wings during the establishment of the state and
the founding of the armed forces, Modeled after the Chinese
Nationalist Party’'s (Kuomintang) concept of “political work”
(zhenggong), ROK military TI&E adopted ideological control
over civilian society as its foundational doctrine, positioning
itself as a “bridge for military—civilian cooperation” in addition
to unifying thought within the military, Control and
mobilization of the civilian population were already underway
prior to the Korean War, and the outbreak of the war served
as a catalyst for their full—scale institutionalization, As the
front lines reached a stalemate in mid—1951, the TI&E Bureau
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systematically operated civilian roundtables to mobilize and
regulate the fighting morale of the home—front populace,

While the discursive format of the roundtable was originally
conceived during the colonial period amid expanding
publishing capital and mass reading publics, it was repurposed
through the Second Sino—Japanese War as imperial Japan’s
primary mechanism for public opinion control and wartime
mobilization, During the Korean War as a total war,
roundtables served a comparable function, In the roundtables
convened by the ROK TI&E Bureau, “civilians” were selectively
curated and edited from a “semi—official, semi—civilian”
(ban—gwan ban—min) pool closely aligned with the military—
encompassing bureaucrats, national assembly members,
journalists, women's organizations, and bereaved family
associations,

The crux of the roundtable narrative lay not in overt,
top—down state decrees, but in staging the appearance of
“civilian enunciation.” Grievances raised by civilians afflicted
by the war were deliberately aired and subsequently contained
within tropes of an “inevitable past” and “lessons for the
future.” Furthermore, demands for civilian sacrifice and
home—front relief were never issued directly by the military;
rather, they were invariably articulated in the form of civilian
self—awakening and self—criticism, When the imperative of
mobilization was converted into a civilian self—narrative,
coercion assumed the guise of voluntary cooperation,

This narrative of self—mobilization was most concretely
materialized in the gendered representation of home—front
women, Maternal devotion, a wife’s domestic support (naejo),
and comforting letters from female students were codified
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into gendered modalities of mobilization, Conversely, direct
critique of the military and male authority was suppressed,
while the structural violence of the home front was reduced
to and concealed as individual “deviance.” In sum, the TI&E
Bureau’s military—bureaucracy—civilian roundtables functioned
as a discursive apparatus that formalized the logic of wartime
home—front support into a structure of “self—mobilization.”
This demonstrates that total war during the Korean War bound
the home front to the war effort through discursive
mechanisms just as decisively as through physical
mobilization,

Key Words : The Korean War, National Defense, Troop Information and Education
(TI&E), Bureau of Troop Information and Education, Roundtable
Discussion, War Writers Corps, Total War, Civi-Military Relations
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