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1) QUISEFIT, Laurent, "Les volontaires du Bataillon francais de Corée: profils
et engagements;, in CHABANOL, Elisabeth(dir.), FSouvenirs de Séoul:
Destins croisés France—Corée de 1886 aux années 1950,(Paris: L’ Atelier des
Cahiers/EFEO, 2019): 74-97,
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Korea and Japan,, "The New York Times,;, 1952 5¢¥ 23%Y
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1994).
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22) SILVA DA CRUZ, %9 #(2023): 253, Y&: “Le bataillon francais
réunissait diverses origines militaires telles que la Légion étrangere,
fortement attachée a son identité familiale, ne se définissant pas
seulement par son statut, mais par aussi ‘une facon d’ étre’.”
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29) FORREST, Alan, "L’ armée de |' an II: la levée en masse et la création
d'un mythe républicain;,, FAnnales historiques de la Révolution
francaise; n°335(2004): 111-130.

30) Carl von Clausewitz, On War, ed. and trans. Michael Howard and Peter
Paret (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1976/1984), Book 6,
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(Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2013): 434, 1815 o|%9] =
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{Abstract)

An Analysis of the Combat Effectiveness of the French
Battalion in the Korean War
- Focusing on the Manifestation of the Foreign Legion
Tradition "Camerone” -

Choi, Hae—wook

This paper analyzes the institutional sources of combat
effectiveness of the French UN Battalion (BF/ONU) in the
Korean War (1950-1953). Prior scholarship attributed
BF/ONU’s performance to General Monclar’s leadership and
volunteer morale, yet why these soldiers chose bayonet
charges over surrender when surrounded has remained
unexamined,

Taking as its point of departure a sergeant’s testimony at
Twin Tunnels (1951)—"“there was nothing left but to do
Camerone”™—the paper analyzes four dimensions: the three
constituent elements of ‘Camerone’ (the 1863 code of conduct,
the identity of ‘Legio patria nostra,” and accumulated combat
proficiency); the transmission pathway through Monclar as
Inspector of the Foreign Legion (1948-1950); the transmission
mechanism anchored in volunteer—based formation and 13
former legionnaires of the 3rd Company as a condensation
point; and the recurrence of Camerone across four battles:

Wonju, Twin Tunnels, Chipyong—ni, and Heartbreak Ridge,
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The research draws on SHD archival sources, Monclar’s
Catéchisme du combat (2002), and oral interviews (June 2026)
with the President of the Amicale des Légionnaires d'Origine
Coréenne and Roland Monclar, son of General Monclar, The
analysis concludes that BF/ONU’s combat effectiveness
reflects not a general French military tradition but the
manifestation of Camerone accumulated since 1863—a living
code repeatedly activated across four battlefields. The paper’s
contribution lies in deriving its framework from the soldiers’
own language and modeling transmission through three
channels (self—selection, structure, command) and the

condensation point-activator model,

Key Words : Korean War, French UN Battalion (BF/ONU), French Foreign Legion,
Battle of Chipyong-ni, Camerone
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