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43) Amy Myers Jaffe and Kenneth B. Medlock III, “China and Northeast Asia.” Jan H. Kalicki
and David L. Goldwyn (eds.), Energy and Security: Toward a New Foreign Policy Strategy.
Baltimore: Jones Hopkins University Press, 2005, pp.267~275.
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ABSTRACT

China’s Energy Security Policy and U.S.—China Relations

Park, Byung—Kwang(Institute for National Security Strategy)

The purpose of this paper is to evaluate and predict U.S.—China relations on
energy issues, which remains a contentious issue between the two states as
they strive for global leadership. Over the next ten to twenty years, conflict
and competition on energy between the United States and China will be fierce
because of structural limitations. As yet though, it is still not easy to determine
whether the assertive energy security policies and subsequent aggressive
efforts for securing energy resources of the two countries will lead to a zero
sum game. This is due to the fact that U.S.—China relations have the potential
for compromise and cooperation as well as competition and confrontation. The
United States and China share common interests in maintaining a reasonable
price of oil, securing sea lines of communication, and a stable international
political and economic environment. Moreover, the two countries can strengthen
the strategic framework on new energy development.

Meanwhile, the international community should maintain cooperation with
China rather than consider its aggressive energy diplomacy as a strategic
challenge. Furthermore, in order to prevent confrontations over energy issues,
the international community should also engage China so that it could embrace
the norms of the international community. In this way, the ongoing energy
competition between the United States and China will eventually allow for a

new form of strategic cooperation between the two countries.

Keywords : China, U.S.A, Energy Security, Energy Crisis, Oil Diplomacy
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