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ABSTRACT

Policy toward North Korea and Policy toward the United States and
Nationalism

Kim, Geun—Sik (Kyungnam University)

In terms of nationalism in Korea, It is based on Korean people’s emotion and
sentiment. In the mean time, we also required complete nationalism as the
driving force and foundation for political democracy and economic development
in order to build a modernized nation state. In particular, as the modernization
process was distorted, delayed and fractured due to foreign pillage and
intervention. Korean nationalism added to it the additional characteristics of
resistant nationalism and reunification nationalism combined and came to have
an even more stable ideological identity. In this 21st century, Korea's
nationalism as the ideological foundation of its international strategies should
include political content and reflect Korean nationalism’s features and
characteristics in a balanced way. First, Korean nationalism should reflect civic
nationalism and ethnic nationalism at the same time and achieve them
simultaneously as well. Second, Korean nationalism should reflect and achieve
the characteristics of reunification nationalism and resistant nationalism.
Therefore, Korea's international strategies based on nationalism should not be
the radical insistence of anti—American autonomy or anti—American
reunification but the progressive value of national reconciliation. The equivalent
Korean—American relationship should coexist with, be compatible with, and
accompanied by the conservative value of North Korean modernization and
favorable Korean—American relationship at the same time. This is a very
expedient solution to narrowing the gap between policy toward North Korea
and policy toward the U.S., stop the vicious cycle of North and South Korean

and Korean—American relations, and resolve unnecessary South—South conflict.

Keywords : Nationalism, South—South Conflict, Inter—Korean Relation,
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