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ABSTRACT

International Politics in the East Asian Seas

> Forecast for the East Asian Maritime Security Environment based on the
U.S.” Pivot to Asia

Lim, Kyung—Han(ROK Naval Academy)

The United States’ Asia—focused strategy will bring about competition among
East Asian nations according to the realist perspective. As the U.S. tries to
engage in a number of territorial disputes in the East Asian Seas, there has
emerged a “U.S, vs. China” competition, or, broadly, “maritime power vs. land
power.” Due to such competition, the uncertainty in East Asian maritime security
has escalated more than ever.

The U.S.” pivot to Asia is likely to bring about significant change in East Asian
maritime security environment in that such a stern pose is prone to end up
in competition between the U.S. and China to become the maritime hegemon.
The stronger the U.S. poses the Asia—focused strategy, the more careful South
Korea should be in choosing its strategy. Under such a circumstance, South
Korea needs to come up with a maritime strategy that enables its intention to

be portrayed.

Keywords : US’ Pivot to Asia, US vs. China, Security Dilemma, East Asian Seas,

Maritime Security
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