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ABSTRACT

Diversity of Youths with a Background of Defection from North
Korea: Assistance Policy Analysis and Implications

Lee, Ki-Young(Pusan National University)

Kim, Min-Kyoung(Pusan National University)

This study examines the diversity of youths that have defected from North
Korea (NK) and analyzes current settlement assistance policies and programs
available to them. The youths can be classified into four groups: children born
in NK, unaccompanied children born in NK, children born in the 3rd countries
such as China, and children born in South Korea. Legal protections are differently
applied for the children according to their place of birth.

The four types of youths are entitled as ‘youths with a background of defection
from North Korea(NK)  and analyzes settlement assistance policies and
programs in order to suggest more effective assistance for them.

This study analyzed their entrance routes, official paths of entrance to the
resettlement process, related laws and policies to their resettlement assistance,
and institutional environments of civil and social assistance by implementing
several research designs such as in—depth interviews, focused—group
interviews (FGI), and need assessment with the youths, their parent(s), and
professional practitioners. Based on research findings, this study suggested

several policy and research implications.

Keywords : Youth North Korean defectors, NK defectors’ children born in China,
unaccompanied minors, diversity, policy analysis
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