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“China, North Korea and the Spread of Nuclear Weapons,” Survival, Vol. 55, No. 2, 2013, pp.
61-80; David Shambaugh, “China Engages Asia: Reshaping the Regional Order,” International
Security, Vol. 29, No. 3, 2004/05, pp. 64-99.

4) Hans Morgenthau, Politics among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace, New York: Alfred
A. Knopf, 1973; Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics, New York: McGraw-Hill, 1979;
Kenneth Waltz, “The Stability of a Bipolar Wrold,” Daedalus, Vol. 93, No. 3, 1964, pp. 881-909.

5) Stephen Walt, The Origins of Alliances, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1987; Stephen Walt,
“Alliance Formation and the Balance of Power,” International Security, Vol. 9, No. 4, 1985, pp. 3-43.
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6) Joanne Gowa and Mansfield Edward, “Power Politics and International Trade,” American Political
Science Review, Vol. 87, No. 2, 1993, pp. 408-420; Glenn Snyder, “The Security Dilemma in Alliance
Politics,” World Politics, Vol. 36, No. 4, 1984, pp. 461-495.
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9) David Lake, “Anarchy, Hierarchy, and the Variety of International Relations,” Vol. 50, No. 1, 1996,
pp. 1-33.
10) Brantly Womack, “China’s Future in a Multinodal World Order,” Pacific Affairs, No. 87, No. 2,
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11) Thomas Schelling, The Strategy of Conflict, Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1960. pp.
173-203.
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Size Matters: The United States, China and Asymmetry,” Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 24, No.
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Abstract

Asymmetric Alliance between North Korea and China Reconsidered
‘Balance of Asymmetry and the Increase of a Smaller State’s Autonomy

Ham, Myung-Sik(Jilin University)

Since the fourth nuclear test of North Korea, China has actively supported the
sanction of the United Nations on North Korea. Considering China’s previous
efforts to protect North Korea after the latter’s repeated military adventures on
the Korean Peninsula, it raises the question why China changed its behavior from
protection to sanction. This paper argues that North Korea’s asymmetric strategy
played a critical role to bring about China’s different reactions towards North
Korea. Unlike contemporary dominant alliance theories which emphasize the
disadvantages of a smaller country in asymmetric bilateral alliance, this article
contends that when international security environment changes and a political
leader of a smaller country in the alliance system confronts domestic challenges, it
is able to organize balance of asymmetry strategy against the strong counterpart
of the alliance. Current conflicts and tensions between North Korea and China
can be an appropriate example to apply balance of asymmetry strategy. Kim
Jungeun faced insecurity in consolidating his position from the very beginning of
his succession. The changing international security environment and domestic
situations surrounding Kim Jungeun made it possible for him to perform balance
of asymmetry strategy against a long—term blood—hood brother, China, in order
to increase autonomy and assure his power.

Key Words : North Korea-China alliance, Asymmetric bilateral alliance, Balance
of asymmetry, Autonomy of a smaller state, Kim Jungeun
regime, North Korean nuclear.
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