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2. Hoj=ae] =FAAE

Hoj 37t 23 A A (tributary system)2h= 8015 Aa AARE A2 1941
d SAR(E Bmﬂ%)ﬂ A & Aol ZFAAOn the Ching Tributary
System)2H= SMA G E}. T 71 282 oMot A=
ZHofA 11174]75.9—_% SiHstiA o5 Tl TS THEE & FoMIot =
AEAE olsllotazt stqict. Hol 3= 19682 H&F The Chinese World
Order *Traditional Chinas Foreign Relationso|X A%] S=5H4 AA 9] o]
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with the Chosun court.” Cambridge History of C/H'Héz. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016,
p. 154. Suisheng Zhao = F=9] Al=o] AL9] T HIS| E9] Ak ofY, Bel=e A= ofyzt
1 H|ERI} Zhao, Suisheng, “Rethinking the Chinese World Order: the imperial cycle and the rise
of China.” Journal of Contemporary China, May, 2015, pp. 2-3. 7]e} 5ol gt ¥]¥-2 Hevia,
James L, “Tribute, Asymmetry, and Imperial Formations: Rethinking Relations of Power in Fast
Asia.” Journal of American—Fast Asian Relations, special edition(Spring—Summer), 2009, pp. 69~83;
299, AT ZPAE olRY T= A ZHE W Topeldds 459 33, 2002, pp.
269~290; Zhangfeng, “Rethinking the Tribute System: Broadening the Conceptual Horizon of
Historical Fast Asian Politics.” Chinese Journal of International Politics, Vol. 2, 2009, p. 568 & &%
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Abstract

A Critical Review of the Fairbank's Tribute System: Some Problems of the
Sino—centric Perspective

Myeonki Hong(Honorary Research Fellow, Northeast Asian History Foundation)

There has been a lot of criticism and complementary discussions on Fairbanks'
tribute system. This paper emphasizes that it is important to review the academic
background, methodological characteristics and Chinese experience of Fairbank, as
well as deepening the research results so far. It seems that while being convinced of
the supremacy of Western culture, he served for real-political need from the U.S.
by adding another view of Sino—centrism in East Asia,

In the wake of the rise of China, the hegemonic competition between the U.S.
and China has heated up, and the debate about the so called neo—tributary order
has been raised that China tries to rebuild the tribute system of the past. It is
worthwhile to note that in this process, China is viewed from the American
perspective, and the Fairbank—based epistemology of Sino—centric East Asian order
is strongly intervened.

Korea is said to be historically the most exemplary tributary state of Chins, but
in reality it has an alliance with the United States. Under such circumstances, it
seems that the risk of the U.S. and Sino—centric historical perception operating as a
dual centrifugal force to incorporate Korea into their own powers cannot be ruled
out.

East Asian history has experienced many momenta and dynamics that cannot be
simply reduced to a binary relationship between China and its neighbors. In order
to restore the pluralistic characteristics of East Asian history and to understand the
political context of the Fairbank's theory, it is necessary to have a balanced
understanding of the Sino—centric tribute system by Fairbank and the sense of
problem to read its current meaning.

Keywords : John K. Fairbank, (New)Tribute system, Chinese World Order,
East Asia, USA, China
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