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Abstract

A Neo—Functionalist Approach for Peacemaking in the DMZ
Hyongjoon Park(Lecturer, Sunmoon University)

South Korea and North Korea signed the Armistice Agreement for the Korean
War's truce and set up a demilitarized zone (DMZ) to prevent conflicts and
surprises in 1953. However, under the division structure, the DMZ was heavily
armed unlike its original purpose, and 876 cases of major violations of armistice
agreements (military conflicts) caused serious human and material damage. Both
sides'’ military clashes in the DMZ have worsened mutual distrust and conflict,
hampering inter—Korean reconciliation and cooperation. Therefore, it is urgent to
find a neo—functionalist approach to transform the DMZ into a peaceful space, so
that the South and the North Korea can build sustainable peace. Nevertheless, most
of the previous researches on the DMZ have not identified the crucial conditions of
the peaceful use of the DMZ, and have not proposed a solution for building
sustainable peace. It has been focused on how to use the DMZ peacefully without
discussing some fundamentals of problem solving. At the same time, there has been
a tendency to focus on economic benefits, the mitigation of military tensions, the
conservation of ecological resources and ecotourism by utilizing the DMZs
geopolitical advantages and resources.

The purpose of this study is to propose a neo—functionalist approach as a
method for peaceful use of DMZ considering the problems raised above. This is
because political and military problems reproduced and strengthened mutual hostility
between the two Koreas and acted as an obstacle to the establishment of a peace
regime on the Korean peninsula. Especially recent demolition and GP explosion in
the DMZ can be a meaningful example supporting the neo—functionalist approach.

Keywords : Inter-Korean Military Conflict, DMZ(Demilitarized Zone), Conflict,
Peace, DMZ Peace Park, Neo-Functionalism
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