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Abstract

The UN Airpower's Counter—land Operation and It's Results in the Early
Part of the Korean War
. Focused on the Operational Environment Created by the Air Superiority

Inseung Kim (Associate Professor, ROK Air Force Academy)

This study is about the UN Airpower's efforts to support the ground operations
and their results during the early stage of the Korean War. In Korea, based on the
early attained Air Superiority, the UN Airpower conducted Close Air Support, Air
Interdiction and Combat Cargo operations to saved the UN ground forces who
were in endangered situation. By doing so, it created a friendly operational
environment for the UN ground forces by allowing them to operation without
hazard of hostile air attack. On the other hand, The Communist forces, which had
superior strength in their numbers, had to operation under severe restrictions
enforced by the adversary Airpower.

The purpose of this study is to re—evaluate the UN Airpower's roles for the
support of the ground forces which is still controversial. For this purpose, it
particularly focused on the UN forces' two retreats faced by the Communists
attacks—one by the North Korea's People's Army, and the other by the Chinese
People's Liberation Army—conducted during the early part of the war. Based on
these examinations, it concludes that, the UN Airpower conducted critical roles in
deciding the ground operational situation.

Keywords: The Korean War, The UN Airpower, Close Air Support, Air
Interdiction, Combat Cargo Operation
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