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HEES] = AfIA] ok HEES s 49 IR A ofF
3| S, o] 73 F=oll wieh A &t o] A aEste] Al 3=t
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Le Hong, “Vietnam's Hedging Strategy Againstt China since Normalization.” Contemporary Southeast
Asia, Vol. 35, No. 3, 2013, pp. 333-368. 5ol 9
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Washington: East—West Center, 2005, pp. 3-4.

3) Sartori, Giovanni, “Conceptual Misformation in Comparative Politics.” 7he American Political Science
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4) Haccke, Jiirgen, “The Concept of Hedging and Its Application to Southeast Asia: a Critique and a
Proposal for a Modified Conceptual and Methodological Framework.” /nternational Relations of the
Asia=Pacific, Vol. 19, No. 3, 2019, pp. 375-417; Lim, Darren ]. and Cooper, Zack, ‘Reassessing
Hedging: The Logic of Alignment in East Asia.” Security Studies, Vol. 24, No. 4, 2015, pp. 696-721.

5) Haacke, Jiirgen, Ibid

6) Pape, Robert A., “Soft Balancing Against the United States.” /nternational Security, Vol. 30, No. 1,
2005, p. 6.
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7) Paul, T. V., Restraining Great Powers. Soft Balancing from Empires to the Global Era, New Haven:
Yale University Press, 2018, p. 22.

8) Paul, T. V., Ihid, pp. 61-62.
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Policy Toward China.” Security Studies, Vol. 17, No. 2, 2008, p. 492.
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% o8 HEoSHHA, HEWe] =] el ZA R ti-gotAY

10) A4, dE=a) w4 vl W A FEdotds M4 28, 2014,
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11) Kang, David C., American grand strategy and Fast Asian security in the twenty~first century,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017, pp. 114-140.

12) Kuik, Cheng—Chwee, “Hedging in Post-Pandemic Asia: What, How, and Why?" Asan Special
Forum, June 6, 2020.

13) Shambaugh, David, “US-China Rivalry in Southeast Asia: Power Shift or Competitive Coexistence?”
International Security, Vol. 42, No. 4, 2018, pp. 85-127.
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Asia—Pacific, Vol. 19, No. 3, 2019, p. 541.
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18) Hiep, Le Hong, “Vietnam's Hedging Strategy Against China since Normalization.”, p. 351.

19) Thayer, Carlyle A., “Vietnamese Strategies to Constrain China.”, 2011, p. 351.

20) Vuving, Alexander L., “Strategy and Evolution of Vietnam's China Policy: A Changing Mixture of
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Abstract

U.S—China Strategic Competition and Vietnamese Strategy Toward China:
From Hedging to Soft Balancing

Wondeuk Cho (Research Professor, Korea National Diplomatic Academy)
Sang-sook Lee (Research Professor, Korea National Diplomatic Academy)

This study explains the change in Vietnam’s strategy toward China in response to
the change of its threat—perceptions to China, from ‘hedging’ to ‘balancing,’ with
regard to a continuous policy spectrum. Vietnam, which has historically been highly
aware of China’s threats, severed its relationship with China after the war against
China in 1979. But Vietham normalized its diplomatic relations with China in 1991
due to the Sino—Russian rapprochement after the post—Cold War. It adopted a
hedging strategy toward China since the normalization with the US. When Vietnam’s
threat perceptions to China has deepened, Vietnam adopted a balancing strategy
instead of a hedging. In this case, it considered the economic interdependence with
China and Sino—Vietnam power asymmetry, and therefore, selected a soft balancing
rather than a hard balancing, Vietnam announced a statement in protest against
China’s assertive behaviors and violation of Vietnam's sovereignty. In addition,
Vietnam appeals to international institutions such as the United Nations and
international community about China’s illegal activities in order to internationalize
the South China Sea disputes, to weaken China’s position and to gain support from
other countries. However, As China’s revisionist and offensive military activities in
the South China Sea have not been suppressed, but rather increased, Vietnam began
to change its strategy to military soft balancing strategy. Above all, Vietnam is
strengthening its maritime defense capabilities by increasing its defense and security
cooperation with the United States, including joint exercises, military training, and
transfer of US patrol boats to Vietnam’s coast guards. At the same time, Vietnam is
expanding its military security cooperation US security partners(so—called Quad
countries) including Australia, India, and Japan.

In this respect, this study analyzes that Vietnam is changing its strategy from
hedging strategy to soft balancing, and especially strengthening military soft
balancing in addition to non—military soft balancing, reflecting changes in the
international political environment and Vietnamese perception of threat to China in
the South China Sea.

Keywords: Soft-Balancing, Hedging, China-Vietnam Relations, U.S.-Vietnam
Relations, Southern China Sea
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