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Abstract

Formation, Spread, and Countermeasures Against Corruption

in North Korea

Sok Chun Chang(Visiting Scholar,
Korea University Public Policy Research Institute)
Fzra Kim(A Policy Researcher,

Secretariat of the Peaceful Unification Advisory Council)

This study examines how corruption has formed, spread, and become
entrenched within the North Korean regime, particularly about the regime’s
responses to corruption, and applies these findings to assess the future
trajectory of the North Korean regime. The study finds that the formation,
spread, and entrenchment of corruption over time under Kim Jong-il and Kim
Jong-un have reinforced ‘misgovernance’ and weakened the transparency of
social institutions, subordinating the interests of the people and the
bureaucracy. Corrupt behavior has further reinforced the structural expansion
and entrenchment of corruption by increasing the concentration of limited
resources in the hands of a small group, reducing the availability and
accessibility of resources for the general population. As a result, the cycle of
corruption, once conducted on a person-to-person basis, has gradually
widened and evolved into structural corruption.

North Korea should consider that systematic controls to combat
entrenched corruption may threaten regime stability. Therefore, it is expected
that North Korea will seek to maintain and manage entrenched corruption at
a certain level to induce loyalty and compliance to maintain power and
stabilize the regime. However, given the long-term risks of institutionalized
corruption, the regime may also explore selective countermeasures to mitigate

its most destabilizing effects while preserving its authority.

Keywords: North Korea, Structure of Corruption, Marketization, Maintaining
the System, Regime Stability
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