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Abstract

Learning in Reverse: The Regressive Recurrence of North Korea’'s

Correspondence University and Its Dual Governmentality
Park, Minju (National Institute for Unification Education, Professor)

This study analyzes the institutional trajectory and cyclical
recurrence of North Korea's correspondence universities through the
lens of Foucault’'s concept of governmentality. Introduced in 1948,
the correspondence university ostensibly provided higher education
opportunities to workers. However, rather than fostering autonomous
learning, the system repeatedly reverted to the “on-site study group’
format. In a context lacking techno-social appropriateness, this
recurrence reflects not institutional failure but strategic recalibration
to sustain state control. Compared to another authoritarian regime,
China, North Korea's model reveals a more explicit dual structure of
governmentality. While discourse on autonomous learners remains
minimal, mechanisms of worker-student control are overtly
emphasized. Thus, despite its appearance as a modern educational
system, the correspondence university has historically functioned as a
governance tool. The post-COVID resurgence of this model suggests
that future developments will likely reinforce coercive, rather than

autonomous, structures.

Keywords: Distance University, Dual Governmentality, Regression,
North Korea, Adult Higher Education, Remote University
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