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o] AF ol 23w AT (Hedonismus) 9] F2-& A2 3H}3D

Qusria e, ol AXd| Folgle w Balslrh wahe
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36) Immanuel Kant, Kritik der praktischen Vernunft, 46.

37) Pierre Gassendi, op.cit., A2¢ p678b F=%.

38) Ibid, p.695a.

39) Ibid, p.693b.
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(Torquatus)7} Mot BE 1Eo2HE Blojut ’E}Eﬂ‘j/]rf’— g elsiat ‘3}%
T} o] Wt} “wix] S HR1E9 AluRYe FHE Hojgole AAH
Yge] WHFe] AEge XFA= olf7t oAl g ]7]"’"(11 12). ]A?i/\
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52) ol 2EHH s FA] gelA] Fgo] AW on|e} Fo4S helA] dth
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53) NE, 1104b Z%.
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An Apology for Hedonism
-A Study of Pierre Gassendi’s Ethics—

Cho, Byeong—Hee"

Pierre Gassendi views happiness as a state of enjoying goodness to the
maximum under the state of minimized evil. Following the view of Epicurus,
he maintains that everything that offers pleasure is good and pursuable by
itself and everything that accompanies pain is bad. For him, pleasure is
ultimate goodness (summum bonum) in that every creature pursues it as the
best option without exception and it is the highest goal, rather than a means
of achieving a certain purpose. In his idea of ethics, happiness and pleasure
are the “form and essence” of ultimate goodness and thus he made an
equation: “summum bonum=happiness=pleasure.” What then is the way of
acquiring pleasure, which is the essence of ultimate goodness and happiness?
Gassendi finds a clue for the answer in the concept of “excellence (or virtue,
areté)” - the ethics of ancient Greece. It is because, when virtue is related
to conduct and sentiments, and every conduct and sentiment is followed by
pleasure and pain, virtue, too, is related to pleasure and pain. For him, virtue
does not mean such personal “ability” or “skill” as ‘“courage” or
“temperance.” He stretches the meaning of what Greek people called “areté”
into either “the perfection of the soul” or “habitus of knowing how to
perfectly cope with passion or impulse.” According to the theory, only a man
of wisdom can live a life of virtue as he or she is equipped with the

capability to maintain “tranquility of soul (tranquillitas animi).” This paper
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has examined, through the view of Gassendi, how Epicurean ethics of
hedonism and Aristotelian ethics of virtue can be combined in a system of

practical knowledge.

Key words: Pierre Gassendi, Hedonism, Epicurean Ethics, Summum
bonum, Happiness, Hedone, Phronesis
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