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A Aye gol yA dotud i PrEndlich kam es zu einem kleinen
Haus, daraus guckte eine alte Frau, weil sie aber so grofle Zihne hatte, ward
ihm angst, und es wollte fortlaufen)’12) FALHAE A3t T THY 9
o]F4 HARs AEAUANE A=A 52 =] 92 ojujd Aojtt.
a9l= ‘EF e olFolA A= Asef o4l ‘d(Hel) E= Wzt
(Hellay &} ofm|A|7} dEe A2 71519 U3 A A H(Holle) 2
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Al AAE wol oW, EHEHYZF olES "ukn It
(Darum sagt man in Hessen, wenn es schneit, die Frau Holle macht ihr
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12) Briider Grimm, Kinder-und Hausmdrchen, Winkler Verlag Miinchen 1984, p.169.

13) k9] A, p.170.

14) Heide Gottner-Abendroth, “Matriarchale Mythologie in den Zaubermérchen”, p.286.
in: Kurt Derungs, Die urspriinglichen Mdrchen der Briider Grimm, edition amalia,
1999,
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16) “In der Bibel wird die Menstruation gelegentlich als der Fluch bezeichnet, und es
ist der Fluch einer Frau -der Fee-der die Blutung verursacht. Zweitens ist das
Alter, in dem der Fluch wirksam werden soll, das Alter, in dem fiither meist die
Regel einsetzte. Schlieflich kommt es zur Blutung durch dr Begegnung mit einer
alten Frau, und nicht mit einem Mann; und nach der Bibel vererbt sich der Fluch
von Frau zu Frau”.
o]o| 34l Bruno Bettelheim, Kinder brauchen Miirchen, dtv Miinchen, 1980,
p-271.
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A SURE 7IXE F “odo] AgE HEE 483HH(Odhinn vous
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odo] ojstelA] F2AZE AFHY nhE) Ankelo] 3 AFsie,
“oo dYONE 292 JISHA ZFe), W AF0] ofk AXe 4us
s BAE o] 9)

la méme strophe décrit ensuite une rupture de I’enceinte des Ases par les
Vanes) )2 3R], 247 069 s obd v AZe] HH%
27|tz ¥ S AR o71A] X3k AL olsjdn. &3]
23 ode A L Fo W AXY Ho} vpie £EFOEH

5
7] Wj&o|t..... Il ne réussit pourtant pas, puisque

37) Georges Dumézil, L ’Heritage Indo-Européen a Rome, p.69.
38) AWl ARse FAS A, (H4Y Ash, 174% P
39) Georges Dumézil, L 'Heritage Indo-Européen a Rome, p.141.
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56) Leo Viktor Frobenius, Die Weltanschauung der Naturvolker. Weimar, 1898, p.395.
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The Double Meaning of Gold in German Tales

Lee, Hye Jeong”

Gold is a piece of metal representing treasure throughout the ages, but is
also understood as a material representing human greed as the word ‘gold
almighty’ suggests. Gold mainly performs a function of leading human beings
to ruin in myths and legends. However, gold in folk tales entirely does
different functions. The meaning of gold in folk tales is very positive, and
characteristic. It is associated with a heroine in particular, and gold in folk
tales appears as a symbol which shows the maturity of a heroine who grows
into a main and genuine character.

It is because the view of the world in myths and legends are different
from that of folk tales. Earth can be put into the same category as women
and night. Gold, too, functions as a symbol representing the productivity of
women and earth. In Frau Holle, for example, a girl goes deep into the well
to take out a bloodstained reel and, in reward for her efforts to help a
grandmother, comes back soaked by golden rain. It means that she has
matured like gold under the ground. When a girl bleeds in folk tales, it
means that she experiences menstruation or has reached a mature,
marriageable age. It also means that she came to have production capacity.
Therefore, gold in folk tales is used as a motif meaning maturity and the
truth of a girl.

In a myth in particular and a legend in general, gold is considered to

have developed into an icon of ruin that a human being should not possess.

* Seoul National University of Science and Technology
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In a German myth Edda, Andvari casts a spell, saying, “All the people
owning gold will be ruined” and the whole world, including that of gods, is
wrapped in flames.

Like the case of Heldenlieder, the latter part of FEdda, the extraordinary
heroes in Das Niebelungenlied, die after being embroiled in fights over gold
amid strifes and betrayal. Nevertheless, gold in Edda is not a decisive factor
that brings the world of gods to the end. Although gold in German myths
was a detestable matter that cheats people and brings about disaster, gold in
Edda is utilized as a spiritual existence. Because many gods including Odin
have the golden magic tools (weapons) that could help redouble their strength
and capability.

It is a legendary situation that gold was recognized as treasure which
make human beings covetous of property. Gold also functions as the
possession of a legendary hero. In Siegfried, gold symbolizes the absolute
treasure which a hero must have with a sense of heroism and absolute
power. However, the legendary hero can never own the treasure.

Although gold is categorized as metal, it functions differently according to
German folk tales, myths, and legends in terms of meaning and aspects.
Whereas folk tales focused on the productivity of earth and the moon, myths
and legends were mostly based on the world view of the sun and therefore
disparaged the elements worshiped in folk tales and transformed them into
the image of devils. Therefore, gold is one of the most important motifs that
could explain the changes of the solar and the lunar views of the world and

the characteristics of folk tales.
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