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The acceptance of secularization by
Protestant intellectuals and
the theme of socialization of the

Korean Protestants in the 1960s

Koh Ji Soo*

This study examined the influence of Western secularization theology,
which was housed within Korean churches in the 1960s, on Protestant
intellectuals from the perspective of the church’s socialization relationship.
The mid-1960s was a time when Korean Protestantism differed from
theological orientation into a small number of progressive groups and many
conservative camps. This phenomenon was caused by a variety of theological
backgrounds, but this study approached the change factor of the influence of
the “secularization” of religion after the modern period, as was called by
Western secularization theology, on the social consciousness of the church in
the nation.

“Secularization” has been widely studied as a classical theory that
explained the religious relationship following the social changes in the West,
as it has been understood as a process of rationalization of religion since
modern times. According to religious secularization theory, as industrialization
and urbanization progresses, the influence of traditional religion decreases and

the religious population decreases as the tendency of rationalization of human

* visiting professor, Sungkyunkwan University
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consciousness progresses. However, with the development of modernization
and industrialization in the 1960s, the situation of Korean Protestantism is
different from the general logic of secularization of religion. Traditional
religious groups presented growth-oriented mission strategies according to the
trend of individualization of faith following industrialization and urbanization.

On the other hand, a small number of Protestant intellectuals and
progressive groups have changed their understanding of the whole realm of
human life from a consensus and unity perspective by reinterpreting the
Christian “world” in urbanized and industrialized modern society. This means
that the separation of the ‘Holiness’ and ‘the world’ is consistent, and as a
result ‘the world (society)’ is an active subject of mission. In reality, the
social consciousness and the social responsibility of the church are more
emphasized, and the Protestant Ecumental Social Participation Movement has
taken shape since the late 1960s.

Key words: Protestant intellectual, secularization, theology of
secularization, modernization, Christian professor,

Ecumenical, socialization of church
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