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ABSTRACT
Journal of Asia-Pacific Studies Vol. 19. No. 1 (2012)

Trends and Causes of Xenophobia in Russia

Sang-Tu Ko
(The Graduate School of Area Studies, Yonsei Univ.)
Ye-Seul Kim
(The Graduate School of Area Studies, Yonsei Univ.)

Russia is infamous for frequent crimes against foreign residents.
Especially, since President Putin came to his office, the xenophobia
phenomenon has intensified. This paper examined three factors in the
Russian case. The economic factor explains that economic hardship
intensifies xenophobia. The demographic factor illustrates that
xenophobia can be intensified with increasing foreign nations in the
country. The political factor explains that xenophobia is often incited
by political elite. The analysis of xenophobia in Russia shows the
result that the economic factor, specifically a widening economic gap
caused xenophobia in the Russian society. And the xenophobia was

utilized by political elite for political purpose.

Key words: Russia, Xenophobia, Putin, Elite Incitement Theory, Hatred

of Foreigner



