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ol 7l 1990t ZuHEE FEE AGdFAREY] AXTE BTl
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AeHequality strategy)S %?— HhFoley 2010, 50). H54 Ak WA
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o ol YA} oAS
AT Amez 2010, 78; Rinaldo
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o] B3 F e oAdlA Byt 22 A9E Foldte Blolth o
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ABSTRACT
Journal of Asia-Pacific Studies Vol. 21. No. 1 (2014)

The Practical Strategy and Characteristic of
Indonesian Muslim Women Activism:

Focusing on Fatayat Activists

Soo-In Lee
(Korea Women's Institute,

Ewha Womans Univ.)

Fatayat, women part of Nahdlatul Ulama which is the most popular
religious organization in Indonesia, has contributed to the construction
of the balanced Islam through the gender equal interpretation of
Quran. The practical strategies and characteristics of Fatayat activists
are as follows: First, they have the strategy of empowering women
by finding out the grounds for gender equality in Quran. Quran
provides muslim women with the energy carrying out the activism.
Second, they assert the social construction of gender and the equal
rights of women in public sphere. But they highlight the innate nature
of breast feeding and have modified gender equality strategy. Though
the modified equality strategy accepts the prior obligation of mother to
that of father as far as child rearing is concerned, it doesn't mean
gender inequality in domestic sphere. Third, while they claim women
can be leader in public sphere, they ascribe the leadership
characteristics only to personal qualities. Accepting the innate nature
of breast feeding and the personal qualities of leadership is related to
the strategy that emphasizes the public equality through the division
of public and private spheres. To realize the equality in private sphere,
they choose a spouse who has gender perspective and make private



agreements with their husbands for conjugal equality. The flexibility
in Fatayat activities shows the global muslim feminism has been
mediated through Indonesian contexts by the organizational
characteristics of Fatayat. It seems the characteristics of Fatayat
activism reveal Indonesian subjectivity and peculiarity which are
deeply rooted in local context by Fatayat, the endogenous mass
organization.

= Key words: Indonesia, Women Activism, Muslim Women, Gender Equality, Public
Sphere



