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3) ARTICLE II. The Imperial Russian Government, acknowledging that Japan
possesses in Korea paramount political, military and economical interests
engages neither to obstruct nor interfere with measures for guidance,
protection and control which the Imperial Government of Japan may find
necessary to take in Korea. It is understood that Russian subjects in Korea
shall be treated in exactly the same manner as the subjects and citizens of
other foreign Powers; that is to say, they shall be placed on the same footing
as the subjects and citizens of the most favored nation. It is also agreed that,
in order to avoid causes of misunderstanding, the two high contracting parties
will abstain on the Russian-Korean frontier from taking any military measure
which may menace the security of Russian or Korean territory.

4) ARTICLE IX. The Imperial Russian Government cedes to the Imperial
Government of Japan in perpetuity and full sovereignty the southern portion of
the Island of Saghalin and all the islands adjacent thereto and the public
works and properties thereon. The fiftieth degree of north latitude is adopted
as the northern boundary of the ceded territory. The exact alignment of such
territory shall be determined in accordance with the provisions of the
additional article II annexed to this treaty.... Japan and Russia mutually agree
not to construct in their respective possessions on the Island of Saghalin or
the adjacent islands any fortification or other similar military works. They also
respectively engage not to take any military measures which may impede the
free navigation of the Strait of La Perouse and the Strait of Tartary.

5) ARTICLE XI. Russia engages to arrange with Japan for granting to Japanese
subjects rights of fishery along the coasts of the Russian possession in the
Japan, Okhotsk and Bering Seas.... It is agreed that the foregoing engagement
shall not affect rights already belonging to Russian or foreign subjects in
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BAEANA mf$- HIPAT, A= daez AR ke A
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UZtetgol A St aEaR $EEE 7P AsHE AES A I,
1l S EHMIKI 2016, 3).

SO RAEAR 5o)0E o] g =3t i Aol AT Y
7t o 2R E o] Ao g FoE A8 AFRe] 23S Hagy] o
ol S7HtE ey 147}EP Z219] A1EL 101de)] FAAE=
Al & FEL YUY 1 F 252 @A ¢ ,
Fe WelEa = giRie] e Al WHPIE Akl
RE Urteel M SRttraeaRe] A7) FE7F AR § 2 S
e M0 Qs Yrteldst el Q171 EUHE Yrleke &
ClR2ES Atole] oji-ite] frejo] Algal ghdo] 9ll] wiiel 234
Q7] FelE whE ES AEelof & E‘r(MIKI 2016, 83-84).
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e o 2 wd
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SEE A AR (7 7RSSR ConERa L eardim 1907,
911 T8y} ErfriR g =9] A AR DA GRS RS- 7
DA 2 b 7 W) e L 191)2 AR

1998, 261-263).
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ABSTRACT
Journal of Asia—Pacific Studies Vol. 25 No. 1 (2018)

A Study on Japanese Perception and Approach
to the East Sea Rim Region after the
Russo-Japanese War:

Focused on FReport of the Vocational Inspection Team
from Niigata Prefecture(1907)

Kyusung BAE
(Institute of Global Affairs, Kyung Hee University)

This paper examines Japanese perception and approaches to the East
Sea/Sea of Japan Rim Region in modern times, namely how Japan
tried to use the East Sea and the surrounding area for a full-scale
invasion upon the continent after it defeated its greatest competitors
over the domination of the Korean Peninsula through the Sino—Japanese
War and the Russo—Japanese War.

In 1907 after the Russo—Japanese War, Japan(Niigata prefecture)
dispatched an investigation team to Vladivostok in Russian Far East
and Karafuto, the southern part of Sakhalin Island in order to inspect
not only the merchants but also the fishermen focused on the area of
the East Sea. One of the reasons for the Niigata investigation team
was to obtain information about the economic situation in these areas
as a prerequisite for establishing Japanese territory in Karafuto.

Niigata Prefecture proposed a regional framework for developing a
commercial network between Nigata Port and Vladivostok and
Karafuto. The proposed structure of the ‘the East Sea Rim Regions’ is
strikingly similar to the territory of the Japanese colomal empire, where



120 ofefod+ HM257 A1 (2018)

overseas colonies spread around the archipelago.

Therefore, this paper argues that it is ‘petit Japanese imperialism of
the East Sea Rim Region’ as a politico-geographical interpretation of
the regional commercial framework that Niigata prefecture conceived
after the Russo—Japanese War. In other words, modern Japan perceived
the East Sea as a spatial mediator of interactions comnecting the
mainland Japan with (domestic and overseas) colonies. And the coastal
area of the East Sea has formed a regional network commercially
economically and militarily connected with the mainland Japan. And the
development of the western coast of Japan has been developed with

such a goal.

= Key words: Russo-Japanese War, Niigata Prefecture, East Sea/Sea of Japan
Rim, Karafuto, Petit Imperialism



