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The Age of Sovereign State System,
China’s Northeast Project, and Japan

Soongbae Kim
(Yonsei Institute for North Korean Studies)

This study examines the following areas regarding the Northeast
Project. First, it studies China’s recognition of sovereignty regarding the
expansion of territorial disputes over the Northeast Project. The
Northeast Project was led by Chinese historians, but this study looks at
the Northeast Project and the Chinese world of literary that had emerged
in the same era by focusing on the logics of key figures from China’s
international political alliance. Second, it highlights the connection with
Japan. Japan is a third party regarding the Northeast Project, and they do
not intervene with the history of other sovereign states as long as it is
not a domestic problem. However, it i1s necessary to emphasize this
logical structure in that articles related to the Northeast Asia Project
were published in the Japanese academic community. To this end, this
study captures the time and space of the Northeast Project as Northeast
Asia’s time and space by connecting the individual issues step by step,
with the expansion of the focus area to China’s recognition of sovereignty
regarding the Northeast Project in the modern sovereign state system

and its relations with Japan.

= Key words: Westphalia, Sovereign State System, Northeast Project, Historical
Projection, Sino-Japan Relations



