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3) Latinobarémetro, https://www.latinobarometro.org/latOnline,jsp. (accessed on July 1, 2020)
4) Transparency International, “Corruption Perceptions Index 2018, https://www.tran
sparency.org/en/cpi. (accessed on July 1, 2020)
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7) ECLAC: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, https://cepals
tat—prod.cepal.org/cepalstat/tabulador/Consultalntegrada.asp?idIndicador=2207&idio
ma=i. (accessed on July 10, 2020)
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8) ECLAC: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, https://cepals
tat—prod.cepal.org/cepalstat/tabulador/Consultalntegrada.asp?idIndicador=2207&idio
ma=i. (accessed on July 10, 2020)

9) ECLAC: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, https://cepals
tat—prod.cepal.org/cepalstat/tabulador/Consultalntegrada.asp?idIndicador=3328&idio
ma=i. (accessed on July 10, 2020)
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11) Inter-American Development Bank(IDB), https://data.iadb.org/ViewIndicator/Viewl
ndicator?languageld=en&typeOfUrl=C&indicatorld=1743. (accessed on July 1, 2020)
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12) ECLAC: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, https://cepal
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14) ECLAC: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, https://cepal
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oma=i. (accessed on July 10, 2020)

15) ECLAC: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, https://cepal
stat—prod.cepal.org/cepalstat/tabulador/Consultalntegrada.asp?idindicador=3128&idi
oma=i. (accessed on July 10, 2020)
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| ABSTRACT |

Socio—Economic Factors for Social Explosion in Chile:
Objective Inequality vs. Subjective Relative Deprivation

Lim, Taekyoon
(Institute of Latin American Studies, Seoul National University)

In 2019 Chile, which used to be praised for the most successful and stable
political and economic development in Latin America in the 21st century,
experienced unprecedented large—scale anti-government protests. This paper
attempts to provide a better understanding on the current status of Chile’s
mequality as a potential fundamental factor in the social explosion of 2019
and on the causal relationship between political protests and relative
deprivation. It raises the following questions: How persuasive is the alleged
criticism that the 2019 Chilean social explosion has the grave
socio—economic inequality as the most significant fundamental cause?
Theoretically, what causal relationship does the outhreak of political protests
have with relative deprivation? This paper shows that the inequality level of
Chile is not as negative as it 1s generally criticized in terms of objective
relative deprivation such as Gini coefficient, but that the subjective relative
deprivation representing individuals’ perception of unequal situations is quite
negative compared to the objective relative deprivation. It argues that
subjective relative deprivation, as opposed to objective inequality, or
objective relative deprivation, is more persuasive as a fundamental

socio—economic factor in the large—scale political protests in Chile in 2019.

= Key words: Political Protests, Political Mobilization, Inequality, Subjective Relative
Deprivation, Chile



