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| ABSTRACT |

The Precarious Labor of Migrant Workers:
Platform Labor in China

Minja Lee
(International Studies, Seoul Digital University)

The research subject of this paper is the labor characteristics of delivery
riders employed in the food delivery industry, focusing on the concept of
“unstable labor”, which has been used to study labor attributes in the past.
The purpose of this study is to examine why some people in China are
employed as food delivery riders in the platform economy and to explain
their labor characteristics.

To achieve this research objective, the following three questions were
asked: First, why are the majority of food delivery riders from the new
generation of migrant workers who worked in manufacturing and
construction? I introduced the background of their transition to becoming
food delivery riders. Second, I examined three aspects: employment type,
wage level, and social insurance subscription. The research revealed that
food delivery riders are in an “unstable labor” situation. Third, I examined
how the artificial intelligence (AI) development strategy promoted by the
Chinese government threatens the jobs of platform workers. Through this
analysis I hope to understand the situation in which new generation
workers are forced to live in urban poverty, with unstable employment and
no path to upward social mobility even as they escape manufacturing and

move to become food delivery riders.

*Key words: Platform Labor, Food Delivery Riders, New Generation Migrant
Workers, Precarious Labor, Meituan(S&[E)



