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<Abstract>

From a Prisoner of Conscience to Communal Solidarity
: The Transition of Human Rights Image in the Period of

Democratic Movement
Jung, Keun-Sik"

This article describes how the visual image of human rights was
formed and changed in Korea during the democratization movement
from the 1960s to the mid-1980s. Human rights are generally
known to develop from liberal rights to social rights. Has the
image of human rights been formed in Korea as well?

Under the Park Jung-hee administration, the human rights
situation was very poor, and its visual representation was almost
impossible due to strict censorship, which made stagnated
development of the visual culture dealing the human rights. The
paintings on human rights in Korea started with a self-portrait of
Lee Ung-no, who was imprisoned in 1968. Tomiyama Dacko also
depicted a prisoner of conscience in the early 1970s. The image of
human rights changed dramatically in the psychic trauma of May
18 uprising in 1980, which is confirmed in the “Free Gwangju” by
Tomiyama Daeko and “Daedongsesang (The Great East World)” by
Hong Seong-dam. The core theme of the penetrating both of them
is communal solidarity. Lee Ung-no's “Gunsang” and “Unification
dance” are works that go beyond anger against state violence,

expressing trust in the community and hope for a future history.

* Professor, Department of Sociology, Seoul National University.
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After democratization, various human rights organizations have
been established, adopting visual images that reveal their diverse
identities, and the continuation and disconnection of their meanings

is a subject to be addressed in future human rights research.

Key words: Human right image, Prisoner of Conscience,

Communal Solidarity, Lee Ung-no, Tomiyama Daeko,
Hong Sung-dam



