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<Abstract>

A study on the limitations of foreigners' citizenship in the
Korean National Health Insurance System and the potential

to expand its boundaries

Ahn, Ju Hee® - Bae, Han Deul”

Citizenship under the traditional nation-state was strongly tied to
nationality, thus granting basic rights only to natives and limiting
rights to foreigners. However, as we witness an increasing amount
of migration and the enforcement of international human rights
regimes, an expansion of citizenship is required to guarantee rights
to those living away from their state of nationality. Such an
expansion of citizenship seeks to bestow human rights to foreigners
regardless of their nationality.

This study takes particular interest in a specific type of human
rights- the right to access health care. We have analyzed the course
in which the Korean National Health Insurance has expanded its
coverage to foreigners, along with a special interest in the nature of
the ‘citizenship’ these foreigners were given. As a result, it was
shown that the health insurance system continued to encompass a
wider set of foreigners to the point where in 2019, all legally
residing foreigners were obliged to sign up to health care. This

seems to make us think that notion of citizenship is being separated

* Seoul National University bachelor, Political Science and International
Relations, political science major

** Seoul National University bachelor, College of Liberal Studies,
political science major
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from nationality, thus allowing foreigners to claim rights equal to
the natives. However, a closer analysis suggests the opposite.
Foreigners were invited into the health care system due to practical
needs of the nation-state such as demand for labor or a source of
revenue for the insurance system.

Nonetheless, this study seeks to find potential of expanding the
scope of citizenship particularly in the social insurance system
owing to its inherent characteristics. The recipient's own contribution
via the insurance premium and principles of social solidarity allow
for citizenship, at least in this particular field, to seek an expansion

of citizenship to foreigners.

Key words: foreigner, citizenship, national citizenship, health insurance,

compulsory health insurance, social insurance



