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<Abstract>

The 2017 ‘Sanitary Pad Incident’ and Thereafter
: Focusing on the Aspects of Women’s Health Rights Movement

Jimin Keel Hyeji Kim Nuri Lee Yeryeng Choi*

Jiwoo Han**

2)

The Sanitary Pad incident outbroke in August of 2017, 
concerning the over-the-limit toxicity of sanitary pads being 
distributed in South Korea. Following the broadcasts that reported 
overt levels of toxic chemicals and harmful substances found in 
multiple sanitary pads, women have actively spoke out for changes, 
both online and offline. The sanitary pad incident is appreciated as 
a woman’s rights movement that brought improvement in social 
perception and treatment of women’s menstrual rights, and is 
acknowledged alongside many online feminist movements activated 
through the “Feminism Reboot.” This study sheds light on the 
process of the movement and the changes women’s practices have 
elicited with in-depth interviews and comprehensive analysis on 
online SNS data regarding the issue. The women shared their 
experiences and sentiments, urged the companies and government 
for fundamental redressing of the matter, and demanded that all 
ingredients be labeled out. There were certain shortcomings, 
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however. These movements lacked the inner hub to constantly 
refuel the force of social attention, and the problem of safety 
remains unsolved to this day. Nevertheless, the counter-movement to 
the Sanitary Pad incident is evaluated to have towed the 
legalization of all-ingredients-specification on sanitary pads. It also 
helped to establish a more positive view on women’s body that 
menstruates, as well as boost correlated issues on women’s rights to 
health. The sanitary pad incident is recognized as a milestone in 
Korean menstrual movement, and further studies shall widen the 
scope of its discussion up to the institutional establishment of 
women’s menstrual rights.

Key words: Sanitary Pad Incident, sanitary pad safety issues, 
women’s rights to health, menstrual activism, social 
movement, women’s rights movement, Korean 
Women’s Environmental Network, all-ingredients- 
specification, online feminism


