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<Abstract>

The Military's Denialism to Clean Up the Past and 
Professionalism

Hyung Sook Lee*

26)

The study is an analysis of the military's practice of denying 
crimes against humanity during the transition period from the 
perspective of military activism. Military Professionalism has been 
studied as a way to strengthen civil control over the military. 
Military Professionalism has a valid aspect with the military's 
process of seizing political power and the theory of analyzing 
military collective action after “returning to barracks.” In the 
process of defining the transition period, the military expresses the 
occupational characteristics of “superiorism by perfect military 
officers,” “battlesive proficiency” caused by a closed structure, and 
“expansion of responsibility” for past state violence acts. The study 
analyzes three military professional traits as examples: the death of 
Private Heo Won-geun. South Korea is a security-oriented divided 
nation. The importance of security has resulted in increasing the 
importance of the military among state organizations, and military 
vocationalism has led to the combined nature of the military 
gradually becoming understood by the military in this political and 
social environment.

As an alternative to the military's combinatorial activism in 

* Sungkonghoe University, Sociology.
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anti-human rights activities, active civilian involvement in military 
organizations, formal apology from the Defense Ministry for past 
military-related state crimes and measures to prevent recurrence, and 
the introduction of “internal command,” or “principles of 
obedience,” presented by the German Federal Army.

Key words: denialism, Military Professionalism, transitional justice, 
Suspicious Death, public security apparatus


