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<Abstract>

The structure and prospects of discussions on 
the right to peace

12)

Chung, Chinsung*

This study traces discussions on the right to peace in the 
international community, centering on the United Nations (UN), 
from the formation of the concept of the right to peace in the 
1970s finally to the UN Human Rights Council’s (UNHRC) 
announcement of the Declaration on the Right to Peace 
(A/HRC/32/L. 18) in 2016. In the face of unending armed conflicts 
in the international community, these discussions were shaped in the 
following several stages. (1) The right to live in peace discussed at 
sessions of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in the 1960s-70s: 
Peace was perceived as a condition of human rights. (2) 
Declarations of the people’s right to peace in the 1980s: Although 
peace began to be perceived as a right, it was seen as a right not 
of individuals but of the people, or collectives. (3) Active right to 
peace in the 1990s: Representative are the UN Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) discussions on 
peace culture and education. (4) The establishment of the right to 
peace as both an individual right and a collective right in the 
2010s: The UNHRC Advisory Committee (HRCAC) expanded the 
scope from armed conflicts to peace education and the right to 

* Seoul National University
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conscientious objection. (5) The Declaration on the Right to Peace 
in 2016: Foregoing discussions and efforts ended with a vacuous 
declaration by the UNHRC.

Although the right to peace underwent an arduous process of 
being established as a basic right, it eventually ended up as a 
vacuous concept with no contents and only a long preamble due to 
conflicts between advanced and developing nations surrounding this 
concept. Many countries that previously did not oppose the idea 
that peace was a premise of human rights began to express 
disagreement with the concept of the right to peace, which 
perceives peace as an inherent human right. The reason was that 
the power to deter conflicts would be weakened by the concept. It 
is noteworthy that the expansion of the scope of the right to peace 
from a collective right to an individual right occurred in the 
process of reaching a compromise over such conflicts. While it is a 
considerable progress that the right to peace was established as a 
basic individual right, it must also be noted that, on the other hand, 
such a development can, in the end, diffuse and weaken the focus 
on armed conflicts, which can be seen as crucial to peace. The 
study examines the perceptions of the UN and national governments 
and the participation of countless non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and also focuses on the spread of a perception in South 
Korea since the 2000s that views inter-Korean relations from the 
perspective of the right to peace.

Key words: right to peace, right of peoples to peace, right to life 
in peace, active peace, UN, UNESCO, Declaration on 
the Right to Peace


