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<Abstract>

International Norms on the Nationality and the Intercountry 
Adoption focusing on the Adoptee Deportation from 

the U.S.
17)

Lee, Kyung-Eun*

Adoptee deportation from the U.S. to South Korea drew attention 
of the world media because it is such an exceptional and irrational 
case. Intercounry adoptees are living in the adoptive countries 
taking for granted that they are citizens of the country. But it is 
not true in the U.S. and recently an adoptee deportee committed 
suicide in Korea. This phenomena is not accidental or exceptional 
under the law and system of intercountry adoption between Korea 
and the U.S. This is unavoidable consequence of the related legal 
loophole that these two countries maintained until 2013. 
International legal norms governing intercountry adoption has made 
a remarkable progress in regards to the cooperation between the 
sending and receiving countries of intercountry adoption, i.e. Hague 
Convention on Intercountry Adoption. However, these two countries, 
Korea, the biggest and longest sending country in the world, the 
U.S. the biggest receiving country in the world, were so ignorant of 
these international legal norms for the protection of the rights of 
the child. In this paper, assessing the international norms on the 
intercountry adoption and nationality of the child, I will try to 

* Korea University Human Rights Center
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explain why the legal system related to the intercountry adoption 
between Korea and the U.S. was so vulnerable and weak to protect 
the rights of the child. These analysis will lead to the policy 
suggestion to restore the rights of the adoptees in the U.S. and 
provide appropriate protection for the children in Korea.

Key words: Rights of the child, intercountry adoption, nationality, 
adoptee deportation, U.S. immigration law.


