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<Abstract>

The Refugee Rights Movement and Civil Society
in South Korea (1999-2012)

Won Geun Choi’

This study explores the origins and development of the refugee
rights movement in South Korea, focusing on the early history and
dynamics of the movement over the past 25 years. Despite the
fragmented oral narratives within civil society, academic research on
South Korea's refugee rights movement has been limited. This gap has
led to challenges in understanding the unique context of South
Korea’s adoption of an independent Refugee Act and the role of civil
society in its legislative process. The research highlights the beginning
of the refugee rights movement in 1999, then traces the evolution of
the movement through the formal establishment of the Korea Refugee
Rights Network in 2005, and its role in coordinating legal and social
support activities for refugees. The legislative campaign for a Refugee
Act began in 2006 and sought to institutionalize international refugee
norms into domestic law. The study also underscores the importance
of transnational solidarity, noting the contributions of early activists as
rooted cosmopolitans. Drawing from personal experiences, interviews
with activists, and archival materials, this research reconstitutes the
process of adopting international refugee norms in South Korea,

particularly during the formative years of the movement.

Keywords: Korea, refugee rights movement, Korea Refugee Rights
Network, Refugee Act, rooted cosmopolitan
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