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A Study on the Disease of King Seonjo of the Joseon Dynasty

Kim Hoon! - Lee Hai-woong!

1Dept. of Oriental Medical History, College of Oriental Medicine, Dong—Eui University

King Seonjo, the second son of King Jeongjo, is the twenty-third King of the Joseon Dynasty.
He suffered mainly from spleen—-stomach weakness syndrome[l#'d %], neurasthenic neurosis
and abscess according to the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty[&lffF&1E#]. He experienced
chicken pox at the age of twelve, measles at thirteen, smallpox at sixteen. In his twenties he was
ill with chronic breakdown due to the spleen-stomach weakness[f#'§&53], accompanied by
neurasthenia. Abscess occurred during his twenties and the septicemia induced by abscess
worsening led him to death. Most treatments were herb-extract medication taken orally, and to
some extent ointment care was applied as a cure for abscess.
Key Words : Seonjo, Joseon Dynasty, King, Annals of the Joseon Dynasty(@ififEgIE ),

disease, cause of death
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