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Silk Sutures: Trachea Surgery in

Sixteenth—Century China
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Is the history of surgery an independent field of research into Chinese medicine? The
historical sources are fragmentary, scattered, and riddled with fantastical descriptions. To unlock
the references made in sixteenth—century texts to the use of silk thread to stitch up damaged
tracheas, which are taken to be factual, the author of this article proposes a research method
he calls “investigating precedents.” Every independent reference to this kind of surgery must be
dealt with separately. We cannot assume, a priori, that a reference to what must have been a
very sophisticated procedure is either a far-fetched interpretation or a fabrication, nor should
we evaluate it according to modern surgical criteria. Apart from extraordinary cases, we have
no records of other types of surgery in the history of Chinese medicine, therefore we must find

a method that allows us to investigate these records on their own terms.
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9, WAIGE,  CREFRERERE) (1 Liges
Fiffirthliit, 2010) , ¥(195-200, #8540}, i (Tt
W) . CRET) , —EE (FeT) , JUNgEELS
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it 2012) , F126-127, iR AL —id. A
M,y T EERIDE I TR LA
REME19405CHME + TRE PR THlAL TR I
BOTAH T, IR TRy o o RARCEN, Gl AR
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B A, TR WL SRR, R,
(VB —— ARG L) (bt © ARSI
jit, 2012) , E13-16.
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TR R B, WRER —AEAT, 0B
s o TRGEGAT, HEHE, A%
Zo o TR RGE, WK, SO N BN
ZIH, BAPEER, Ry KR (80 Al
Merh =g, AR R = DK, BRI
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REMHMGE, 2010) 25\, H651; H664, HiwE,
(Bt QL) (ot - BERITRE, 1984) , 1
186-188,

fof, SRR, FAURE, EEWREAEZNS T
o BIVSE, TR AR T LA ?

BB IR, FE4 TROEE AL B R GR
i) (15234F) —&, Ay Tre,
paAc VU

BE e, AfARZK, KA FRK,

Ti68),

OB, BEXGIiE, —RKASCE, #1Y
PR AR, S NS LR RS2 4R, K
R LA, B DUR AR ROl SR A Ml L -

RHEIMGET R, BITAER, AFHGE
R MT, EHXTHEMKRREBRR T, T
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PERLE R, GROIREA SRR B = L E TR (b
R TG, 2010) , 1232, PR REARESEAD
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EEsen il HmaAEELL (1667-1746) 2
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it, 2012) , ¥1203-204, AEZGAHEWELL TF
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1977) , H267-269,

143) Ludwik Fleck, “Some Specific Features of the
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Schnelle (ed.), Cognition and Fact—Materials on
Ludwik Fleck (Holland: D. Reidel Publishing, 1986),
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problem. In what way should they be grasped and
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order to obtain a rational understanding?” (p.39) B
Fleck(tJiZakim, Jonathan Harwood, “Ludwik Fleck and
the Sociology of Knowledge,” Social Studies of
Science Vol.16 (1986), pp. 173-187.
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AR, i L SR ) i,

LUF, eSS AR Sl T B (e
Re BEZ, BBl TREL, LR TR
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ZoAT BB B EE, ARG Tl 2 N R EE T 2
R ATERAR D EFEERE TINFHE I SA——Thik
SERLRS . B AR Ve, W T
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B AR R R, T RHMES (B IR
6) SRS DI RIS, & TALW

144)  BMPREEeRL, B —LepRat 2 RBaIE, ARELL
FEREBEEL LR, I, TR (1890-1963) ANGd—Hifi
FERBE A JUER, R L, TERGH - TR
PG B 2 A gca s, W& A, wTUm
&, WEbFEAE, HESEZATAN AR, o Rk, (AR
Bage)  (Rifg o RsEG, 1987) , K25,

145) %Ki, CPMEESRRTE) | K88,

146) P45 HuARdERT, WGerald Imberffill, THHVET
itk Ly (E22) o FBBUIMRL L ACENE (William
Stewart Halsted, 1852-1922) A\, il Mgt
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RN E T T /NIRRT ) 2
oo (H140) o MESEEENLR TAMRE, | (R HE
Filis A rhe (B324) . ifilGerald  Imber#, W75
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KM, 1974) , H37-57. @i, HRERAEEEL]
PRI, B Plas Az, 20N, G
BEEL |, (ERRAEGE) 328400 (2002) |, #223-22
6, m AVILER) BLHETT CEE) ZWIBARIR A
B et EEROMR  Clost: BEH
ik, 2011) ; iHNEREAON. #Bg Lilui¥hs R
CEE A I L, B R RS, A T
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