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A Look into the Changes in Medical Activities
during the Late Chosun Dynasty Period through
Hajae's Diary

Lee Jeong-hyeon' ~
'Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine

Objectives : Hajae’s Diar/fifg Hat) is a personal diary written by Gyu-Sik Ji(Gd:4E) between
1891 and 1911. He had a strong interest in medicine and maintained the belief that
diseases could be cured by medicine. He recorded in significant detail the subject
individuals, symptoms, name of prescription, price, the date of exchange and place of
purchase in his diary.

Methods : His study classifies the era during which Western medicine was introduced to the
general public and became popularized in the late Chosun dynasty period based on
articles related to medicine in Hajae's Diary.

Results : It could be identified that, as of the Gabo Reform(F/[-#i5k) in 1894, Western medicine
was introduced into the traditional medicine life and, starting from the Eulsa Treaty(ZCUf&
%)) of 1905, Western medicine became popularized.

Conclusions : During the “traditional medicine period”, traditional medicine was used for all

medicinal activities. However, during the “Western medicine introduction period”, Western

medicine was used for only specific diseases. In the period during which Western
medicine became popular, traditional medicine continued to be used. However, Western

medicine was widely used for various diseases.
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<Fig.1 Quinine advertisement of

the independent newspaper(Dated 07
November 1896)>
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<Fig.2 Bangboingnyaksu advertisement of the Dachanmaeilsinbo(Dated 20 August 1907)>
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59) Oh CK. A Single Medicine for a Disease : Simple
Formula of Treasured Mirror of Eastern Medicine,
It"s Compilation and Succession. The Korean Society
for the History of Medicine. 2013. 22(1). pp.29-31.
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