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The Study on the Han Suk Ji's Theory

~comparison with that of Lee Je Ma-

<Abstract>

Recently Oriental herbal medicine has been attracting people’s attention. It is important
to note that Korea’s traditional herbal medicine is different from other in that it is
characterized by Mr. Lee Je Ma's Sasang Constitutional Theory. Most of the scholars
guess that the much of Lee Je Ma's achievements result from Han Suk Ji and Ki Jung
Jin, but there are other theories as well. Unfortunately, the academic data to prove
scholars’ point of view had not been gathered sufficiently. However, their academic
peculiarities are different from existing theories and dare to propose new theories on
Xinxing (). To prove how their theories affected Lee Je Ma on his achievements is the
focus of this study.

Han Suk Ji’s theory on Ligi(B!4) is called ’unitary theory’ and it can be concluded as
the following; Firstly, Ligi(B!$&) has no front-rear sequence. Secondly, Liqi(BL%) is purely
good by nature. Thirdly, Liqi(¥!%) takes the form of Tiyong(f#&f). Between Liqi(F#5) and
Qi(#8), he understands that Liqi(® %) is all metaphysical and Qi(28) with physical presence
is physical being. Meanwhile, Ligi has no dynamic - stillness(Ej#) but has response(Kf&).
The meaning of response(;&ME) is Li's chang-yong(PE2 % H) not Benti’s Chang(Fi%2#),
the being of response (f&/f) is the heaven responds fairly to human affairs by means of
Fushanhuoyin(fEE# ).

The meaning of movement has three meanings. Firstly, movement is Qi(25). Secondly,
dynamic(@}) and stillness(#) co-exist. Thirdly, whether one is dynamic or still depends on
Huo(¥%). Han Suk Ji understands Xing(#) as Li(#), Qing(%) as Qi(&) and he argues
heaven and human being are eventually one, Xing(#t) and Qing(#%) is Tiyong(#&f) and
they are pure by nature. However, Qing(§) needs discipline(#i#l).Meanwhile, he
understands  incomplete Zhicheng(ZE#) as physique(#®), superfluous Zhicheng(FE#) as
yong{f), and relates Zhicheng(E#) to Xin{.L).

With regard to Qibing, he explains that human being decides its behavioral style
with its own will by disapproving the concept of purity and impurity({#¥#%). Meanwhile, he
analyzes that the differences in human capacity are attributable to the their capacities which
are affected by external circumstances.
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He stands affirmative towards human desire but remain vigilant against human greed. He
said that without the instinct to get out of material world distress, one cannot reach Li(H!),
and he understands that human greed is the course through which one take to become
Gang(fl). With regard to Xin({»), he thinks physique(#8) is Xing(#) and yong(H) is
Qing(%), and interprets the meaning of unity(¥t) in Xin unity XingQing({U#EM:%) to
"include”.

Based on this kind of understanding, he explains that the operating principles of the
universe exist inside human nature. In additionhe understands absent-mindedness(i:{») as
moving minds(&{»), and comes up with learning as the cure. He understands RenXin(AL»)
and DaoXin(GE{:) are Qi(%), but they are contradictory.

Lee Je Ma’'s Theory on Xing(#:) can be concluded as the following. Firstly, human
being is pure by nature because he is endowed with humaneness - righteousness - courtes
y « wisdom{({Z##%) from the moment when he is born. He emphasizes the importance of
human behavior with a futuristic meaning. Also, he explains human nature as Xin({»), one
of four types of attitude(P4s), and expands its operating principle to the human body.
Secondly, he explains that the form of internal organs(#R%ER) are caused by
the state of joy - anger - sorrow - relaxation(Z &5 %) which means Qing({#).

In the theory on Qibing(&Z#), he is against the concept of purity and impurity(¥#), but
with regard to the Xingqi(F%), he argues the sage and the ordinary -are the same(ZEM.i—),
and thinks much of human moral discipline. He is approving the human desire( A#%). He thinks
that every human being is subject to human desire( A#%X) but he points out the importance of
human discipline. He distinguishes desire(#k) and greed(#).

~ According to Lee Je Ma, Xin(.l») is both changeable and Qi(%) in action. He relates

Xin(») to the Great Absolute(the source of the dual principle of YON and YANG, A#&)
by which it means ”"the controller”. He understands that RenXin(Ad{:) and DaoXin(H
{3) as part of BenRan'Xin(A&2Z.{0»), and that it put together  behavior(4
7), moral training(#&£4), governing the world(FXF) at the same time.

Han Suk Ji proposes new characteristics with regard to XingXingJin(#EAHT) by
saying XingXingJin(#EA3T) is WuXingXingJin(Z#:AH¥T), while Lee Je Ma explains
characteristics of human nature similarly. Han Suk Ji understands joy - anger * sorrow *
relaxation(E &R %) as Qi(28), while Lee Je Ma argues the style of internal organs(Bg/R |
%8, ZangjuXingqi) are formed by joy : anger * sorrow - relaxation(E & x%%). Han Suk Ji and
lee Je Ma are all ocritical against the theory of Qibing(REHE
i#%). However, Han Suk Ji emphasizes purity of the Qi({&), while Lee Je Ma advances his
studies by classifying characteristics of QiZhi(H) into four parts. Both Han Suk Ji and
Lee Je Ma are affirmative on human desire(A%k). However, Han Suk Ji based his theory
on the understanding that % is pure, while Lee Je Ma based his theory on the
understanding that the saint(22) and the ordinary(JL) are the same.

We can find the similarities between Han Suk Ji and Lee Je Ma in that they understand
RenXin{A») and DaoXin(GGE.») as Qi(%&). However, Lee Je Ma classifies them into
knowlegde and behavior(%117), moral discipline(f&%), governing the world(fXF). Now that

KYOBO

57



ABERUEBFABER Vol. 16-2

Suk Ji's arguments that they are complementary.

Key words: Sa-sang, Lee Je Ma, Han Suk Ji

knowledge(4) and behavior(f7) must be consistent and moral discipline(f6%) and
governing the world(FFXTF) are closely connected, we can find the similarities to the Han
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