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A Study on Zhang Jie Bin's Qi Determinism of

the Human Nature
Won Jong Sil
Dept. of Oriental Medicine, WonKwang University

Nei Ching referred to as a canon of Chinese medicine is a comprehensive life philosophy that
applied the life principle of the universe to the human body to combine the philosophical concept
with the human nature as well as the functions of the body’s organs. The book formed a
complete system of a Qi Philosophy by using the medical terminology and theory based on the
concept of Qi. It is remarkable that the Qi philosophy of Chang Tsai, who is a
Neo-Confucianist and representative scholar of Qi philosophy in the era of Song Dynasty, has
been influenced by the Qi philosophy in Nei Ching and developed into a Confucian school
Furthermore, Chang Tsai’s theory, in effect, impacted upon the rise of @i Determination of the
Human Nature in Medicine of Zhang Jie Bin who is a profound thinker in the era of Ming
dynasty. As mentioned above, both traditional philosophy and medical philosophy in china in
regard to Qi Theory have interacted and developed each other. This paper is to make a
comparative study of the Qi Determination of the Human Nature proposed by Chang Tsai and
Zhang Jie Bin and to trace the orgin of the @i Determination of Human Nature.
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