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A Study on Activities of Doctors in King Sejong Period
- Based on 7he Annals of the Joseon Dynasty -
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"Dept. of Medical Classics & History, College of Korean Medicine, Daegu Haany University
Jeahan Korean Medical Academy, Daegu Haany University
*Dept. of Medical Classics, College of Korean Medicine, Wonkwang University

“Research Center of Traditional Korean Medicine, Wonkwang University

Objectives : Doctors are obviously one of the most interesting subject in medical history. Doctors

are who treat patients and disease and the authors for medical records or books.
Especially doctors in traditional medicine mostly tried to write medical books for new
idea or their esperiences or leave their medical records for treatments, medication,
prescription and so on. Therefore, many researchers have explained Korean or Chinese
medical history of traditional society through those books or documents rather than
doctors themselves.
The Annals of the Joseon Dynasty has massive records for history, politics, society,
culture, etc. Relating to medical history in traditional Korean medicine, there are ceveral
researches about disease of King, disease itself, the methods of treatment and so on,
through 7he Annals of the Joseon Dynasty. However, there are few on activities of many
doctors in 7he Annals of the Joseon Dynasty.

Methods : I tried to find out the names who had some roles of medicine in 7he Annals of King
Sejong out of The Annals of the Joseon Dynasty. 1 could get 35 doctors and browsed 35
doctors in The Annals of the Joseon Dynasty again. Finally, 1 could have lots of articles
from The Annals of the Joseon Dynasty related to 33 doctors(2 dontors had no records
about medicine even they were doctors).

Results : 1 categorized 2 ways of those articles; medical activities, non-medical activities. For
medical activities, [ got subcategories for medical activities; medical maltreatment, treatment

for King, royal family, bureaucrat, ambassador. I also got subcategories for non-medical
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activities; publishing medical books, ambassador as a doctor, medical training, things
related to hot spring, food therapist, veterinarian.

Conclusions : Medical history of Joseon Dynasty in Korean medical history has somehow been
recorded by medical books such as Hyangyakjipseongbang, Euibangyuchwi, Euilimchwalyo,
Dongeuibogam, Jejungsinpyeon, Dongeursusebowon, etc. So | have concerned that there
are massive records on doctors activities in 7he Annals of the Joseon Dynasty and tried

to focus on their various activities through this research.

Key Words : 7he Annals of the Joseon Dynasty, The Annals of King Sejong, Doctors, Activity
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