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Comparison of Zhusang Between as Discovered in
a Medical Book Excavated in China and Other
Classical Books
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Objectives : This paper studies Zhushang, which is the name of a disease found in excavated
books. Zhusang is the first disease listed in  Wushierbingfang, which is a medical
textbook excavated at Mawangdui, and Zhusang was followed by diseases such as
Jinshang and Renshang. The paper studies what disease each of the word is refering
to in terms of graphonomy, and compared the difference of their treatment from other
classical texts.

Methods : The scope of the study of this paper includes the excavated textbooks that seem to
contain any disease related to Zhusang, and the two major text books of these are
Wushierbingfang and Wuweihandaiyijian. Then Shennongbencao jing, which is the one of
the earlier books on herbology, and Bencao gangmu, which was written based on the
former, wer used to make comparisons. Parts in Donguibogam that seem to be related to
the parts in the excavated texts were also compared. The study was done by first
performing historical research on the names of the diseases in the excavated books, and
compared them with the contents of the classical texts.

Results : The Zhushang discovered in Wushierbingfang refers to wounds caused by metal or wood.
It was interesting how they created a word for diseases depending on the cause. Only
Jinshang is found in Wuweihandaiyijian, and the fact that different causes gave way to
different names tells us that they had corresponding treatment. The categorization of
Zhushang, Jinshang, and Renshang is corresponded better in Donguibogam than Chinese
medical books.
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