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A Study on the Concept and Therapeutic
Application of Dragon Fire in Ministerial Fire
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Objectives : This study aims to organize the genealogy of the Ministerial Fire Theory in relation
to Wangbing’s Dragon Fire discourse through examining how Wang's Dragon Fire content
first mentioned in the annotation of "Suwen; was included into the discourse of the
Ministerial Fire Theory in explaining the concept of Ministerial Fire and its therapeutic
application.

Methods :First to examine the inclusion and application of the Dragon Fire concept into the
Ministerial Fire Theory, Zhudanxi's theory and critiques on him were studied. Next the
concept of Dragon Fire within the Ministerial Fire Theory was analyzed, followed by
comparison between generations of doctors’s therapeutic application of Ministerial Fire
and Wangbing’s Dragon Fire application.

Conclusions & Results : Wangbing's dragon fire concept held an important position in discussing
its characteristic as fire within water, which was adopted and differentiated by later
doctors in aspects of pathology, deficiency and excessiveness, influenced by various
theoretical elements of later periods. In the midst of expansion of the concept from
combination of dragon fire and ministerial fire, the therapeutic aspect of it was maintained
from Wangbing’s original mentioning. This tendency manifested in either awkward
combination of Wang's therapeutic methods and the new theory or modification of

Wangbing's methods.
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