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A Study on Thesaurus Development Based on
Women's Oral History Records in Modem Korea
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<ABSTRACT>

The purpose of this study is to develop a thesaurus for women's oral history in modern Korea. Literature
review and case studies for four thesauri were performed for this study with which a thesaurus was built
based upon the index terms in oral history records. The process of developing the thesaurus consisted of
five steps. First, there are 1,784 index terms from the oral history records by 53 modern Korean women
were extracted and analyzed. Second, possible terms for the thesaurus were selected through regular
meetings with experts in the fields of information organization and women's oral history. Third, relationships
between terms were defined by focusing on equivalence, hierarchy, and association. Fourth, after developing
a Web-based thesaurus management system, terms and relationships were input to the system. Fifth, terms
and relationships were again reviewed by experts from the relevant fields. As a result, the thesaurus comprise
of 1,076 terms and those terms were classified to 39 broad subject areas, including proper nouns, such as
geographic names, places, person’s names, corporate names, and others, and it will be expanded with more
oral history records from other people during the same period.

Keywords: thesaurus, controlled vocabulary, women'’s oral history, oral history records, modern Korea
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