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Records Management and Archives in Korea : Its Development and Prospects

B % ¥ (Hyo-Chai Nam)

4 8 & D>
14 8 47158 TRY HED 2L v
2 2Uolz 7| SEENE B 52 2 7|Spalgyel Hatsf ok
3 H20/% J|SneYye YA <Hnes>
<FRZE>

ZAGzxY 7158 A5 Ho| FolzA A FA7|7} At 19995 F=FL TZZ7|B 7EE
o B¢ BE) & AR Addozg 71SdeY AZE AUE Lolgv). 2agR AR = FA An
of 24 eud 7o) FaF A A Ee] 7|FHI o] AL ARG F28 YHon] ANAHoE
A Aotk o]7o] 7t5HE AL AFo| F(ER)S AuEe| Aedta AAF YR /|2EL
34, AAs Ae)7] gEo|,

203 NERELAME F23 TTVFE0] dHUE BEY Fa7) 97 g2 7|2REL Y8 3
83 27} 71EEE W7t AEse U /SHEASE SR} Ak T2 YR & AnAFGE 1
7188 wWFn $e2le E5d |BEE A5LE AsHA £Y

F9IE VSHEAEE 19699 FFA] ARIERELE HPFo2H Fagy] AR ARy
BELE ZAS2Y AL AFE AsHA 1949 F4e) Ay AzAde AP 19989 AR 2R
2t YAAREFHAANE ERE ojdeln 42 A7 E2E Hag 239,

19969 7E AR/ EHELE vo|AZTUE BEL Bodl £3Y SEA2LDL QA 959 )=
B #ejAad ddEE =9t 4% 71559 O EakE o4 A A onxE AR g7 =
23 Agelqlth o] E ) AR FRELE A2 AFE/AH A2E2 T80 &4 AZEJE AT
gt o} Hasty FRIFRELE GAE L ZPAEE AL 71D o}F|H2ESL ZY5g 1k
HE3e o7 oz QAFZE A FASGT 22T A4y 94 HL99,

MZE 71S RS 20009 1€ 19%H Afs 1 ik o] & #39) 712832 q glof dgx 2

* 0] lf'\?:% ﬂ)ﬂ()‘;i 7% 4%, "ﬂﬁ]ﬂ]ﬁ;}'ﬂ }‘0]"‘3]'7303%_] }}1]5_]947&-0“)\1 7Hﬂ€ <%%7]%%ﬂﬁ—1’§1 %"%
718 A TSN >N HEH =19,
#% J000EE A AE7E2RES A%

- 19 -



st=7| g 2kzlerE x| A1 H1=(2001. 3)

& WsE JhA g

AR, o) Be gu - A - gAY, FEs S, SHFE, FHHNY F RE e
g, 4271802 498 7|EERAAA7L dFolAA Hoivh. 4, F 713y £FEE F
7B 5 59tk F4712E 3R, T8 D A EF7SER7E, dEA B Eo X
fas)g, FE7)8d A2 E= EFARR I FRYelNE EFERIAYAT) 7B R E A
goc s FE7|#9 712 5L AN FFHe 2D gty deloly AFHTE 58 /2
2L 47 24, 242 5+ g4 2 Aod. d4A, /15T FoblM AEH FHS ¢ 75
29 WAE dBagozs 7|28 AEA S B o OAA, FENEEY EHE AYe
AYe Be 4 g WIS FAHUT. doz FFVEERYE 3R AAAR FARAY IA F
Ag Aoy, the3 & W) g4, )

AR, T/ BAE BAZA EA go] Fo|BA, ARV EE, HYE T BF fAEssto dA
o £43 U QAL AadA 2 Aolth. EF, 2 oy E/ERHS 4P, 24 FHER Y
T HE g2 Aot AR AFLdA ¢ 22 7SR50 HYE ok A, $2 ALS7} A4 RS g
- "2 J|EREr5e g% F48 5] 8 Aot

4 B gdm, 83 AUGASe] 712 E B AYA T Fem, 1ZREL T WY A
doz AgE4E 29 /SEUE @AY £ol WA LAY Ao

<ABSTRACT>

After almost one century of discontinuity in the archival tradition of Chosun dynasty, Korea entered
the new age of records and archival management by legislating and executing the basic laws (The
Records and Archives Management of Public Agencies Act of 1999). Annals of Chosun dynasty
recorded major historical facts of the five hundred years of national affairs. The Annals are major
accomplishment in human history and rare in the world It was possible because the Annals were
composed of collected, selected and complied records of primary sources written and compiled by
generations of historians.

As important public records are needed to be preserved in original forms in modern archives, we had
to develop and establish a modern archival system to appraise and select important national records for
archival preservation. However, the colonialization of Korea deprived us of the opportunity to do the
task, and our fine archival tradition was not succeeded.

A centralized archival system began to develop since the establishment of GARS under the Ministry
of Government Administration in 1969. GARS built a modern repository in Pusan in 1984 succeeding
to the tradition of History Archives of Chosun dynasty. In 1998, GARS moved its headquarter to
Taejon Government Complex and acquired state-of-the-art audio-visual archives preservation facilities.

From 1996, GARS introduced an automated archival management system to remedy the manual
registration and management system complementing the preservation microfilming. Digitization of the
holdings was the key project to provided the digital images of archives to users. To do this, the
GARS purchased new computer/server systems and developed application softwares. Parallel to this
direction, GARS drastically renovated its manpower composition toward a high level of
professionalization by recruiting more archivists with historical and library science backgrounds.
Conservators and computer system operators were also recruited.

The new archival laws has been in effect from January 1, 2000. The new laws made following new
changes in the field of records and archival administration in Korea.

First, the laws regulate the records and archives of all public agencies including the Legislature, the
Judiciary, the Administration, the constitutional institutions, Army, Navy, Air Force, and National
Intelligence Service. A nation-wide unified records and archives management system became available.
Second, public archives and records centers are to be established according to the level of the agency;
a central archives at national level, special archives for the National Assembly and the Judiciary, local
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government archives for metropolitan cities and provinces, records center or special records center for
administrative agencies. A records manager will be responsible for the records management of each
administrative divisions. Third, the records in the public agencies are registered in the computer
system as they are produced. Therefore, the records are traceable and will be searched or retrieved
easily through internet or computer netwark, Fourth, qualified records managers and archivists who
are professionally trained in the field of records management and archival science will be assigned
mandatorily to guarantee the professional management of records and archives. Fifth, the illegal
treatment of public records and archives constitutes a punishable crime.

In the future, the public records and archival management will develop along with Korean
government’s 'Electronic Government Project.” Following changes are in prospect.

First, public agencies will digitize paper records, audio-visual records, and publications as well as
electronic documents, thus promoting administrative efficiency and productivity. Second, the National
Assembly already established its Special Archives. The judiciary and the National Intelligence Service
will follow it. More archives will be established at city and provincial levels. Third, the more our
society develop into a knowledge-based information society, the more the records management function
will become one of the important national government functions.

As more universities, academic associations, and civil societies participate in promoting archival
awareness and in establishing archival science, and more people realize the importance of the records
and archives management up to the level of national public campaign, the records and archival

management in Korea will develop significantly distinguishable from present practice.
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