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How to set up and implement a presidential archives system in Korea?
: Examples and lessons from U.S. experiences
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<Abstract>

I examined the U.S. presidential library system and suggested some directions of establishment and
management presidential library in Korea. To promote the preservation and use of presidential
records, it is very important to establish an workable presidential archives system in Korea.
Following is my observations and lessons fram the study of US. presidential library system.

It is legitimate and reasonable to establish a presidential archives system in Korea under the
authority of GARS for professional and neutral management. The presidential archives should be
managed professionally and neutrally, free of political interventions and partisan considerations. For
accountability and transparency of the government, the neutrality of the presidential archives is a
must.

The presidential records should be protected for a certain period to encourage their production and
preservation. A legal apparatus to protect them is necessary. Archivists should make a
comprehensive catalog of the presidential archives available to public, especially provide an on-line
search system. Online catalog system of Ford and Carter Presidential Libraries are examined to help
understanding of the issue.

Finally, GARS should proceed to make a workable laws and regulations to provide the legal
foundations for the establishment of the presidential archives. Public awareness and supports will
only make it possible. In sum, the presidential archives should be established as an attached
archives of the GARS to guarantee a professional and neutral management.

Keywords : Presidential archives, Presidential library
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