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A Study of Today's Concept and Application of the Principle of the Provenance
in Archives Management
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<ABSTRACT>

The objective of this study is to examine the re cent trend of the interpretation of the Principle of
the Provenance in today s new environment of Archives Management and to identify the effective way
of the application of the Principle of Provenance to Archives Management. Because of the continued
change and the flexibility of the administrative orgamization and the development of information
network, the traditional concept of the Principle of Provenance which put emphasis on a single creator
and the physical entity of the archives has been gradually modified to a rather conceptual, abstract and
realistic one. A method to apply the recent concept of the Principle of Provenance is to separate the
descriptions of the record entity, the creators and the context and use the organic linkage of the
separated description areas. Also we can control the provenance from the current stage or even from
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the pre-current stage by utilizing the classification scheme and the retention schedule. In case of the
electronic records, we can manage the provenance and the context by using metadata inherent in the
computerized information system. Above all it is critical that we need to structure and control the
provenance by building the Korean rules for archival description corresponding to the international
standards. And it is another an essential point that we have to develop a guideline for constructing the
fond and maintaining its consistency.
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