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The Archival Heritage in China
: Preservation, Digitalization and Standardization
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<ABSTRACT>

China is a country with a long history. Chinese culture dates back thousands of years ago. Thousand
years of history left the huge quantity of archival heritage, which consists of the memory of China. From
tied knots, tortoise shell, bronze, bamboo to paper, film, CD, the mankind's history is kept and continued
through the evolution of the documenting media and documenting methods, In the information era, when
we are immersed in the sea of information technologies, archivists, as guards of human's memory, have
to look for a balance point between new and old, between unchanged and changed. On one hand, archivists
should try their best to protect traditional archives in a usable, authentic way in a long term: on the
other hand, they must face the challenges posed by electronic record. The information age is a stage of
the social development of mankind, the digitalization of archives is an important progress of human history,

The report mainly is composed of three parts of the content: first, introduce the preserving situation
of Chinese archival heritage : focus are put on “China archival heritage program” and the construction
of “Special archives repository”: second, the process of digitalization of traditional archives: third, the
framework of electronic record standard.

Key words: chinese archival heritage, digitalization, electronic record standard
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