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Abstract

Recently, Solid state disk is mainly used because this device has lower power consumption as
well as higher response time. But it features higher price and lower performance at delete and
write operations compared with HDD. To compensate this defect, Hybrid hard disk with internal
non-volatile flash memory was issued. This NVCache is used as a kind of cache for disk blocks. In
this paper, an I/O scheme for H-HDD is proposed for improving low power consumption as well as
response time. Our method is to use this NVCache as read cache mainly and write cache when
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write requests are concentrated. In read

cache

operation, disk blocks with higher priority

determined on basis of time as well as spatial localities are prefetched, which can improve response

time. The write operation is conducted only at write peak time as disk spindle up costs higher

battery power as well as response time. Experiments results show that the suggested method can

improve response time of H-HDD and lower the power consumption.

» Keyword : Hybrid hard disk, prefetching, caching, operating system
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File_Prefetching()
{
sort Fles_Priorities by Files Reference_Count;
if (NVCache_Available > 0) {
while (MAX_File_Prefetch > 0) {
if (MAX_File_Prefetch ~ File_Size > 0) {
find location by static wear leveling:
copy target file to NVCache;
Max_File_Prefetch_Size —= File_Size;
}
}
decrease all files' priorities by 1
}
else {
find a file which has lowest priority;
flush the file;
call File_Prefetching();
}
}
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Fig. 3. File based prefetching algorithm
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Block_Prefetching()

{
if (disk_Queue_Size-disk_ Queue_Request <
minPrefetchBlks)
return;

1
Blk_Priority =|cel ( Z (Weight* Acc,)/ Maz Priority)
S

— Mazx Priority — 1
if (NVCache_Available > 0) {
while (MAX_Blk Prefetch > 0) {
if (MAX Bk_Prefetch-minPrefetchBks>0) {
find locations by static wear-leveling:
copy Blocks to NVCache;
Max_Bk_Prefetch_Size = minPrefetchBlks;
}
}
decrease all blocks' priorities by 1;
}
else {
select blocks which have lowest priorities;
flush the blocks;
call Block_Prefetching();
}
}
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Fig. 4. Block based prefetching agorithm
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NVCache White(blocks)
{
if (Disk Queue service state is peak &&

Spinde is Idle, Stanby, Sleep mode) {
find location by static wear leveling:
write target block on NVCache;

}
else {

write target block on HDD;
}

}
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Table 1. H-HDD Specification
Specification STIR020AS
Capacity 320GB
DRAM Cache VB
Spindle speed 7200(RPM)
NVCache 4GB
Stanby to Ready 3 Sec
Average seek 11ms(read), 13mslwrite)
frack to track seek 15 ms
Transfer rates 1.23Gb/s(internal),3.0Gb/s(1/0)
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