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Accurate and Efficient Log Template Discovery Technigue

Byungchul Tak*

Abstract

In this paper we propose a novel log template discovery algorithm which achieves high quality of

discovered log templates through iterative log filtering technique. Log templates are the static string

pattern of logs that are used to produce actual logs by inserting variable values during runtime.

Identifying individual logs into their template category correctly enables us to conduct automated

analysis using state—of-the—art machine learning techniques. Our technique looks at the group of logs

column-wise and filters the logs that have the value of the highest proportion. We repeat this

process per each column until we are left with highly homogeneous set of logs that most likely

belong to the same log template category. Then, we determine which column is the static part and

which is the variable part by vertically comparing all the logs in the group. This process repeats

until we have discovered all the templates from given logs. Also, during this process we discover the

custom patterns such as ID formats that are unique to the application. This information helps us

quickly identify such strings in the logs as variable parts thereby further increasing the accuracy of

the discovered log templates. Existing solutions suffer from log templates being too general or too

specific because of the inability to detect custom patterns. Through extensive evaluations we have

learned that our proposed method achieves 2 to 20 times better accuracy.

» Keyword: Log template, Log analysis, Log parsing
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2017-12-23 16:26:28,217 INFO org.apache.hadoop.hdfs.server.datanode.DataNode: Got finalize command for block pool BP-5116165-192.168.91.226
2017-12-23 16:27:27,586 INFO org.apache.hadoop.ipc.Server: Starting Socket Reader #1 for port 50020

2017-12-23 16:28:35,399 DEBUG org.apache.hadoop.mapred.ShuffleHandler: Added token for job_1514014057225_0001

2017-12-23 16:28:39,906 INFO Extract jarfile:/opt/hadoop-2.7.4/hadoop/yarn/hadoop-yarn-common-2.7.4.jar!/webapps/node to /tmp/Jetty_19tj0x/webapp
2017-12-23 16:28:40,724 WARN org.mortbay.log: Started HttpServer2$SelectChannelConnectorWithSafeStartup@0.0.0.0:8042

2017-12-23 16:29:40,724 DEBUG org.apache.hadoop.yarn.webapp.WebApps: Web app node started at 8042

Fig. 1. Sample Logs from Hadoop Application

* %

* %

* * INFO Extract jarfile:* to *
* * WARN org.mortbay.log: Started *@*

INFO org.apache.hadoop.hdfs.server.datanode.DataNode: Got * command for block pool *
INFO org.apache.hadoop.ipc.Server: Starting Socket Reader * for port *
* * DEBUG org.apache.hadoop.mapred.ShuffleHandler: Added token for *

DEBUG org.apache.hadoop.yarn.webapp.WebApps: Web app node started at *

Fig. 2. Log Template set of Hadoop Logs
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Time 14:23:05
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INFO FSImageFormat: Image file /tmp/fsimage_0014 of 1043 bytes saved in 0 seconds.
INFO FSImageFormat: Image file /tmp/fsimage_0093 of 1023 bytes saved in 1 seconds.
INFO Scheduling blk_2944 file BP-1512025890710 for deletion
INFO FSImageFormat: Image file /tmp/fsimage_0015 of 2023 bytes saved in 2 seconds.
DEBUG Configuration found resource core-site.xml at file:/usr/core-site.xml
INFO FSImageFormat: Image file /tmp/fsimage_0159 of 1157 bytes saved in 3 seconds.
INFO Scheduling blk_2950 file BP-1512025890710 for deletion
INFO FSImageFormat: Image file /tmp/fsimage_3148 of 1784 bytes saved in 0 seconds.
INFO FSImageFormat: Image file /tmp/fsimage_3199 of 1661 bytes saved in 1 seconds.
INFO Scheduling blk_2945 file BP-1512025890710 for deletion
INFO FSImageFormat: Image file /tmp/fsimage_2893 of 1663 bytes saved in 2 seconds.
DEBUG Configuration found resource yarn-site.xml at file:/usr/yarn-site.xml

Fig. 3. Log Sample
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(1) INFO FSImageFormat: Image file * of * bytes saved in * seconds.

(2) INFO Scheduling * file * for deletion

(3) DEBUG Configuration found resource * at file:*

Fig. 4. Log Templates
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(1) FSImageFormat: |Image file Jtmp/fsimage 0014 | of | 1043 bytes |saved|in|Ojseconds.
(2) FSImageFormat: |Image file Jtmp/fsimage_0093 | of |1023 bytes|saved|in|1jseconds.
(3) Scheduling blk_2944 | file BP-1512025890710 | for|deletion
(4) 0 |FSIlmageFormat: |Image file /tmp/fsimage_0015 | of |2023 bytes|saved|in|2|seconds.
(5) | Configuration found resource| core-site.xml at | file:/usr/core-site.xml
(6) FSImageFormat: |Image file Jtmp/fsimage_0159 | of | 1157 bytes|saved|in|3|seconds.
(7) Scheduling blk_2950 | file BP-1512025890710 | for |deletion
(8) FSIlmageFormat: |Image file Jtmp/fsimage 3148 | of | 1784 bytes|saved|in|Ojseconds.
(9) FSImageFormat: |Image file Jtmp/fsimage 3199 | of | 1661 bytes|saved|in|1jseconds.
(10) Scheduling blk_2945 | file BP-1512025890710 | for|deletion
(11) FSImageFormat: |Image file Jtmp/fsimage 2893 | of | 1663 bytes|saved|in|2|seconds.
(12) :| Configuration found resource| yarn-site.xml at | file:/usr/yarn-site.xml
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Fig. 5. The First Step of lterative Log Filtering Using Column Value Cardinality
(1) INFO | FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_0014| of | 1043 bytes| saved| in| 0 |seconds.
(2) INFO|FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_0093 | of | 1023 bytes| saved| in| 1 |seconds.
(3) NFO|Scheduling blk_2944| file | BP-1512025890710 | for|deletion
(4) ) | FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_0015| of |2023 bytes| saved| in|2 |seconds.
(5) FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_0159| of | 1157 bytes| saved|in|3 [seconds.
(6) =0 | Scheduling blk_2950| file | BP-1512025890710 | for|deletion
(7) INFO | FSImageFormat: | Image file | /ftmp/fsimage_3148| of | 1784 bytes| saved| in| 0 |seconds.
(8) -0 | FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_3199| of | 1661 bytes| saved| in| 1 |seconds.
(9) O | Scheduling blk_2945| file | BP-1512025890710 | for|deletion
(10) ) | FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_2893| of | 1663 bytes| saved| in| 2 |seconds.
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Fig. 6. The Second Step of lterative Log Filtering Using Column Value Cardinality
(1) FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_0014| of |1043 bytes| saved| in| 0|seconds.
(2) FSImageFormat:| Image file | /tmp/fsimage_0093| of |1023 bytes| saved|in|1|seconds.
(3) FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_0015| of |2023 bytes| saved| in| 2 |seconds.
(4) FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_0159| of |1157 bytes| saved| in| 3 |seconds.
(5) FSImageFormat:| Image file | /ftmp/fsimage 3148| of |1784 bytes| saved|in|0|seconds.
(6) FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_3199| of | 1661 bytes| saved|in| 1|seconds.
(7) FSImageFormat: | Image file | ftmp/fsimage_2893| of | 1663 bytes| saved| in| 2 |seconds.
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Fig. 7. The Third Step of lterative Log Filtering Using Column Value Cardinality
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Input: log set L
Output: list of log m templates t;, ... t,

1: L = Load log_data(logfile name)
2: while size(L)>0 do

3: R=Random_select(L)

4: Rr=Tokenize(R)

5 filter vect=[0,0, ... , 0] of size max_token count(Rr)
6: filter word=[null,...,null] of size max token count(Rr)
7: while filter vect has 0 do

8: St=do_log_filtering(Rr,filter vect,filter word)

9: o,p=determine_filter param(Srt)

10: if custom_pattern_detected then

11: substitute pattern(L)

12: goto line 2

13: end if

14: filter vect[p] = 1

15: if values(B) is uniformly distributed then
16: filter word[B] = %’

17: else

18: filter word[B] = a

19: end if

20:  end while

21: /* Generate log template in regular expression */
22:  for token in filter word do

23: token=escape regex_characters(token)

24: log_template=log_template+token

25:  end for

26: L=match _and remove(L,log template)
27:  log template_list.append(log_template)
28:end while

Algorithm 1. Pseudocode of lterative Filtering Algorithm
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2.2 Algorithm Pseudocode
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3. Custom Pattern Detection
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V. Evaluation

1. Experimental Data
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Fig. 8. Log Template Accuracy Comparison
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