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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to test the impact of depression on mobile phone

dependency among elementary school students, to test the mediating effect of self-esteem between

depression and mobile phone dependency, and to draw out theoretical and practical implications in

terms of preventing or reducing mobile phone dependency. Based on previous studies, a longitudinal

research model between the aforementioned three variables has been identified. The present study
analyzed the 4th, 5th, and 6th wave data from Korea Children and Youth Panel Study 2010 (KCYPS

2010). The major results were as follows. First, depression could have a significant negative effect

on self-esteem. Second, self-esteem could have a significant negative effect on mobile phone

dependency. Third, the influence of depression on mobile phone dependency was not significant.

Fourth, gender could be a significant moderating variable between depression and self-esteem.

Finally, a number of implications of these findings were also discussed.
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3. Assessment Measures
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2. Results of Correlational Analysis and Descriptive
Statistics
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3. Verification of Research Model
1.1. Verification of Measurement Model
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1.2. Verification of Structural Model
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Table 3. Moderating Effect of Gender
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