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The Influence of the Digital Divide in Elderly’s Traits

Young Eun Jang®

Abstract

The objective of this study was to identify the determinants of digital divide according to the

characteristics of the elderly. In order to achieve this objective, this study selected elderly people (=

65 years old) who used a senior welfare center in Chungcheongbuk-do. The survey was conducted

using a self-filling survey method for 12 days. Total 289 copies of questionnaires were used for the

analysis. The results of this study are as follows. First, gender and age among the demographic

characteristics were the factors causing the digital divide of the elderly. Second, education level,

economic level, Secondly, education level, economic level, health level, and occupation were factors

creating the digital divide of the elderly. This study suggested practical and policy implications based

on these results.

» Keyword: Digital divide, socio-economic characteristics, and the digital divide of the elderly
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Il. Theoretical Background

1. Digital divide of the elderly
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2. Relationship between the characteristics of
the elderly and digital divide
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lll. Materials and Methods

1. Study subjects and data collection methods
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2. Measurement tools
1. Dependent variables
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3. Analysis methods and data examination
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Table 1. General characteristics of study subjects
Classification Frequency (%) Total (%)
Male 136(47.1)
2 1
Gender Female 153(52.9) 89(100)
60s 31(10.7)
70s 181(62.6)
2 1
Age over 80 77(26.6) 89(100)
Minimum: 65, Maximum: 88, Mean: 78.82
114(39.4
Presence of Spouse YNeOs 17582 6; 289(100)
No Education 92(31.8)
Elementary School 71(24.5)
. Middle School 48(16.6)
2 1
Education Level High School 35(12.1) 89(100)
Techincal or Community College 23(7.9)
=College Graduate 20(5.5)
Low 121(41.9)
Medium—-low 76(26.3)
. Intermediate 80(27.7)
E Level 289(100
eonomic -eve Medium—high 11(26.3) (100)
High 1(0.3)
Minimum: 1, Maximum: 5, Mean: 1.94
Very Bad 61(21.1)
Bad 83(28.7)
Health Status Average 75(26.0) 289(100)
Good 53(18.3)
Very Good 17(5.9)
Office Job 95(32.8)
Occupation Service Job 91(31.4) 289(100)
Others 103(35.6)

Table 2. Comparison of digital divide according to the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the elderly

E (N=289)
= g EEHA t ZL/F 3t
Male 44.69 8.518
=1.141
Gender Female 41.46 9.739 ! o
60s 45.67 11.711 F= 420
= * *
Age 70s 42.68 9.135 )
a>b>c
over 80 40.72 8.705
Yes 42.65 9.512
=97
Presence of Spouse No 130 5935 t=.970
No Education 40.88 9.536
’ F=4.896**
Education Level Elementary School 41.90 8.762 a.b<c
middle school graduates 45.27 8.110 ’
Low 40.32 8.537
) - F=12.121%%
Economic Level Intermediate 45.70 9.605 a<b.c
High 46.50 7.994 ’
Bad 39.25 8.393 E=18.505%xx
Health Status Average 43.08 7.667 S
a<b<c
Good 46.80 10.034
Office Job 47.01 9.536
ti t=14.171
Occupation Non—Office Job 41.23 8.762 o
*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001

Age: a 60s, b 70s, ¢ over 80

Education Level: a No Education, b Elementary School,
Economic Level: a Low, b Intermediate, ¢ High

Health Status: a Bad, b Average, ¢ Good
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Table 3. Effects of the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the elderly on digital divide

Classification n=289
b B
Gender —.8483 —.023*
Demographic Characteristics Age -.006 —.493*
Presence of Spouse 243 .012

Education Level .990 583
Socioeconomic Economic Level 1.683 A72%x
Characteristics Health Status 2.004 258 xx
Occupation 1.153 24 xxx

R? .407

Adjusted R? .372

F 10.137 %%

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
**Gender: Male, Presence of Spouse: ‘No’, Occupation :
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