AT A HEHE| =27

Journal of The Korea Society of Computer and Information

J KS I Vol. 27 No. 3, pp. 53-61, March 2022
C https://doi.org/10.9708/jksci.2022.27.03.053

Analysis of news bigdata on ‘Gather Town’ using the Bigkinds system

Sui Choi*
*Research Professor, Center for Distance Education, Jeonju University, Jeonju, Korea

[Abstract]

Recent years have drawn a great attention to generation MZ and Metaverse, due to 4th industrial revolution
and the development of digital environment that blurs the boundary between reality and virtual reality.
Generation MZ approaches the information very differently from the existing generations and uses distinguished
communication methods. In terms of learning, they have different motivations, types, skills and build
relationships differently. Meanwhile, Metaverse is drawing a great attention as a teaching method that fits
traits of gen MZ. Thus, the current research aimed to investigate how to increase the use of Metaverse in
Educational Technology. Specifically, this research examined the antecedents of popularity of Gather Town,
a platform of Metaverse. Big data of news articles have been collected and analyzed using the Bigkinds system
provided by Korea Press Foundation. The analysis revealed, first, a rapid increasing trend of media exposure
of Gather Town since July 2021. This suggests a greater utilization of Gather Town in the field of education
after the COVID-19 pandemic. Second, Word Association Analysis and Word Cloud Analysis showed high
weights on education related words such as ‘remote’, “‘university’, and ‘freshman’, while words like ‘Metaverse’,
‘Metaverse platform’, ‘Covidl9’, and ‘Avatar’ were also emphasized. Third, Network Analysis extracted
‘COVID19’, ‘Avatar’, ‘University student’, ‘career’, “YouTube’ as keywords. The findings also suggest potential
value of Gather Town as an educational tool under COVID19 pandemic. Therefore, this research will contribute

to the application and utilization of Gather Town in the field of education.
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I. Introduction
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Table 1. Data collection conditions

conditions contents
scope central 11 economic 8, local 28,
(press etc.) broadcasting 5, professional 2 cases
period 1990. 1. 1. ~ 2022. 2. 7.
tool Bigkinds
key words Gather Town(H G Et2 or i EMR)
final number of 732 cases
data

3. Network analysis and Keyword word cloud
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IV. Research Results

1. Result of key words trend
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Table 2. Result of related words analysis

Y E weight fkreeZUV\:r)]::C:/
Metabus 42.18 454
Metabus platform 40.07 131
Gather 12.41 22
COVID-19 9.33 50
Avatar 8.87 70
Virtual space 8.4 39
The launching ceremony 6.88 39
Non-face-to-face 4.2 54
Zepeto 4 19
Virtual world 3.53 17
MZ Generation 2.86 22
Offline 2.67 49
Employees 2.4 26
Chosun Univ 2.4 19
OK Metabus Olympics 2.31 3
KBbank 2.18 14
Freshman 2 25
Youtube 2 21
Video conversation 2 6
Ifland 1.75 13
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Fig. 4. Word cloud of related words

3. Network analysis
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4. Google Trend analysis on the keyword
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V. Discussion
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